From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 

Subject: ...no subject... 

Message-ID: <SA39+fhhika@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil> 


Ref: 
>> Cost - $1,557,269.83. 


>Let's pass the hat and bid as a group, I've still got half a garage 
>empty :-> 


If it's anything good, and a list of actual items is available, I might be 
interested in participating. 


John Martin 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: "rohre" <rohre@arlut.utexas.edu> 

Subject: RE: 4 Ohm Speakers 

Message-ID: <n1405868836.78318@msmailgw1.arlut.utexas.edu> 


For the distortion there in old communications receiver amplifiers as a result 
of designs, the mismatch from 8 to 4 would be insignificant. The better military 
and old Super Pro Receivers used 600 ohm speakers; but many Halli and other ham 
receivers were cheap 4 ohm speakers. 


Check Radio TV parts wholesale distributors, 4 ohm square frame speakers were 
common there. Also check intercom audio dealers. 
--Stuart K5KVH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: RE: 4 Ohm Speakers 

Message-ID: <199507202038 .NAA24132@hobbes.UCSC .EDU> 


In addition to what "rohre" says, the fact is that speaker impedance varies 
all over the lot - much more than a 2:1 variation over the frequency range 

of interest. So it doesn't matter a whole lot whether you use a 4 or 8 ohm 
speaker. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 


From: jml@spider.lloyd.com (Jim Lockwood) 
Subject: Re: 4 Ohm Speakers 
Message-ID: <m0sZ3vX-0010VQC@spider.1lloyd.com> 


At 01:39 PM 7/20/95 -0500, John Mallick wrote: 

>> From: "James P. Rybak" <jrybak@mesa5.Mesa.Colorado.EDU> 

>> 

>> Does anyone know if Radio Shack (or anyone else) carries 4 ohm speakers 
>> which can be used directly with some of the old receivers? 

>> 

>> Jim Rybak WOKSD 

>> 

> 

>Why not wire up two identical 8 ohm speakers in parallel? I can't 
>recall seeing any 4 ohm speakers listed. 

> 

>73, John WATHNL 

> 

> 


Radio Shack sells speakers with optional impedances of 4, 8, and 16 Ohms. 
You select the impedance by the configuration of jumpers they provide with 
the speaker. 


73, 


Jim - km6nk 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 

From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com> 
Subject: A Quick Admin Rant 

Message-ID: <9507202317.aa20049@jackatak.theporch. com> 


Gang- 


Today a very well meaning soul decoded the Collins Mechanical Filter 
archive and posted it to the list as a whole. I really wanted to keep 
this low-key and between the individual and me, but fear of it 
happening again makes me "go public"... This is NOT IN xANY* WAY an 
attack on the person involved... just a reminder for everyone. 


This particular instance isn't throwing anything into a tizzy, but 
*BEFOREx anyone does this again, *PLEASE*x consider the impact of 
having a 553 line post (and fairly densely populated at that, say 70% 
of about 30K have to be propogated through theporch *540* times! That 
one message alone was 16+ MEGABYTES all by itself... 


Remember, we are funding the BA list from Phil's pocket and mine, plus 
the voluntary contributions from you subscribers, and our monthly bill 
with the provider is $200! To move from a 64K ISDN line to 128K or 
faster will QUINTUPLE our monthly connection charge, and unless there 
is a hidden benefactor I don't know about, the list will stop. 


If you wish, a contribution may be sent to: 
Dr. Phillip Porch 

4328 Estes Road 

Nashville, TN 37215-3106 


Phil does not read the list and is not into electronics... he hosts 
this list for a variety of reasons, not all of which make sense! ;%) 


Please do NOT try to blow up theporch! ;%) Send large files (and 
translations) to listown@jackatak.theporch.com and I will make them 
available in the archives where the imact is greatly reduced. 


Thanks in advance for the understanding. 

73 

Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;4) 
- - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 

* listown@jackatak.theporch.com firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com x 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Another Motherload! Film at 11! 

Message-ID: <950721134320_71333.144_DHQ47-11@CompuServe. COM> 


Well, Terry had himself a right fine dumpster dive. Every anchorite 
deserves at least one such experience. The question--Terry--is 
"Did you take a camera?" That way we could all vicariously enjoy! 


I have one for you: About a year ago I got a call from Robert Downs, 

one of the Texas' most well-heeled military collectors who I had 

occasionally done business with up to that time. Robert (never "Bob") 

says that he has a lead on a pile of WWII surplus in eastern PA and woudl I be 
interested in participating. 


As chance would have it, I did have an extra kilobuck or two buring a hole 
in my pocket at that time so I said SUURRRRE.... I rented a Budget car 

and Joe Zsak (one of Pennsyalvania's least well-heeled military 
collectors) and I took a camcorder (are you listening, Terry?) and drove 


on up there. 


The proprietors of the place are Michael and Michael Baranosky (senior and 

junior respectively) and they greeted us real nice and took us to a little 

shed on a reasonably busy rural two-lane road. Open the door and it is packed, 
wall to wal, top to bottom with surplus. It's a mix of WWII and Korean war 

but mostly quite nice (camera rolling, of course). Stacks of barnd new-in-the-box 
TCS equipment, GRC-9's by the dozen, Canadian gear, lots 

lots of scarce canvas and more. I cobnfess that I spent some money... 


Altogether though, the stash seemed pretty small. But Michael and Michael kept 
saying "Wait until we atke you out to the farm." So we had our fill in the 
shed and went farming. It took and hour including the last 5 miles on 

gravel roads. In th middle of nowhere behind two barns... holy motherload! 
There's an ex-cornfield FULL, and I mean FULL of surplus (camera rolling-- 

you bet!). 


A beautiful sunshiny day, and the motherload--what could be better. I'll 

stop there. Suffice it to say that both barns were full. The field was 

full. It was a truely awesome sight. I loaded the car until the springs were 

flat (if budget ever tries to give you a black Plymouth Reliant, better ask 

for another car--just in case...). I drove home, rented a truck, turned around and 
drove back, stopping long 

enough to have the tape copied and express-mailed to Downs. 


I got back with all I could afford (and quite frankly more than that 

since Michael and Michael were kind enough to extend me some credit). Dowsn 
sent Yellow trucking in to drop off a 40 foot trailer, came up and loaded 
it...and then had a second one dropped off and loaded by Michael and Michael. 
I made two more trips out there during that time. 


Anyway, I still have some extra copies of that tape. Don't miss the part 
where I fall off the stack of junk while clutching the camera! If you'd like 
to see the motherload, e-mail me your snail mail address. I will type up 

a chain-letter type cover letter and send the first person the tape, trusting 
him or her to send it on to the next person. 


What's left is still in the field by the way and worth a trip even today. 
The guys are Michael and Michael Baranosky. They can't read (I guess since 
they never answered a letter of mine...) but they do answer the phone 

at 717-693-1795. Both nice guys. Decent but not great prices. By appointment 
only and don't be in a hurry because it won't do you any good. They're near 
Pittston, PA in the Wilkes Barre area. 


I have naother story (but no tape) that I'll have to tell you some time... 


But send me your US Mail address if you're interested in seeing the tape... 
73, Don 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org> 

Subject: Apology - MIME-encoded files 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950721003513 .9460A-100000@coyote.rain.org> 


My apologies to all who experienced difficulty decoding the Collins 
Mechanical Filter list. This was something I hadn't expected. My first 
files submitted to the Archives were done the hard way, in ProComm, in 
ASCII transmit mode (it takes an xawfullyx long time to do this ona 
multi-user system!). I then tried taking files out to work and attaching 
them to messages (as I hadn't learned how to do that in UNIX yet). 
Finally, I bit the bullet and learned how to do it at home, uploading via 
ZMODEM file transfer to my ISP, then attaching them to the message. 

These last files are the ones causing heartburn. Since my ISP (RAIN) 
uses MIME-encoding, there's not much I can do to prevent it. 


Jack: Hey, Pappy, how do I get around this one? How ‘bout educating 
this neophyte? 


I think I took the 282K file on the WW2 Navy 5-digit Type Numbered 
components out to work and sent as five parts. Hope that doesn't give 
you fits as well. If so, I'll stand still while you beat me, and I won't 
whimper. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: Apology - MIME-encoded files 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950721102220 .8927B-100000@clark.net> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, Ray L. Mote wrote: 


> My apologies to all who experienced difficulty decoding the Collins 
> Mechanical Filter list. 


Don't apologize for trying to help out the gang. Although I have little 
need for the Collins list, I apprecaite your helping out those among us 
who do. 


Allow me to suggest that all the text files be kept in plain old ASCII and 
set aside ASCII versions of those that aren't. One thing surprising that 


I learned when I ran my BBS was how few people actually have a GUI 
capability. You would think that in this day and age everyone would be 
running Windows, OS/2, a Macintosh, or whatever, but it's just not so. 
There are still a lot of computer versions of BA's out there. 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu 

Subject: Re: ARC5 Transmitter Questions 

Message-ID: <199507210757 .DAAQ1271@ccOOdu.unity.ncsu.edu> 


As to power supplies and keying, I'm presently running about 300 
volts as I said in the article on the vfo and 1625 screens from 
an electronically regulated supply. The 1625 plates are fed 
about 485 volts from a Harvey Wells APS-50 power supply. 
Following Dave's suggestion, I may try lowering the vfo supply 
voltage a bit. I don't experience much drift as is, however. 


VV VV VV 


300 volts is twice as high as necessary on the vfo tube. It usually 
takes 150 volts off the vr tube in the modulator chassis (see schematic 
of entire set). Actually it is a little less than 150 volts because of 
dropping resistors R63/64/65. Also in the original setup the screens 
of the finals come off a 10K dropping resistor from the final plates. 


On keying, I have a three-level differential break-in keying 
setup. When I hit the key, the first thing that happens is that 
the antenna transfers from rx to tx and I cut back receiver gain 
and ground the receiver antenna. The second level turns on the 
transmitter oscillator, in the case of the ARC-5 it keys the +300 
to the oscillator plate. The third level turns on the 
transmitter amplifier, in the ARC-5 it keys the +300 to the 1625 
screens. With all of this, I get no chirp at all out of the 
BC457 on 80 and a lovely, distinctive signal out of the BC459 on 
40. So I doubt that "careful timing" on the internal relay would 
do much to eliminate chirp. 


VV VV VV VV VV WV 


My experiences are that if the relay under the chassis is adjusted correctly, 
the oscillator keys before the finals, stabilizes, and then the finals are 
keyed, and it does not chirp. Caveat. 


> (My differential keying setup uses mercury wetted relays to 
> perform the output switching duties. They don't bounce, are 
> adequately fast, they look like completely open circuits when 


they are opened with the ability to hold off at least 1500 volts, 
they look like about 30 milliohms of completely linear resistance 
when closed, and they will "float" at any voltage level you like. 
I have a dozen different transmitters and receivers all on the 
air in my shack, and the differential keyer serves all of them at 
the same time.) 


VV VV VV 


That is a good goal, but the original system also works quite well, when 
properly adjusted. 


As I mentioned in the article, some folks have "improved" the 

tendency to chirp by bypassing the final filament lead at the 

1625 socket(s). I've seen articles in the past that include a 
12a6 untuned buffer built into the 1629 socket, but that's too 
much hacking even for me! 


VV VV VV 


I have never needed to do that on any of mine. Hmmm, I wonder what it is 
all about. Then, I run mine off DC filaments and dynamotors, right? 


> 

> So like yourself, I will look forward to Dave's fix for the 
> chirp. 

Mee Too..... any good fixes are worth considering, although my best luck 


has been purely stock, with the underchassis relay K53 properly sequenced. 
It does the same thing as more complex differential keying systems. 


By the way, if you think a Command Set chirps, as the guys who 
have heard BC375's on the air how they sound! And they were 
assigned the job of doing the CW work. 


VV VV 


Mine does not chirp on 160 or 80. I have yet to plug in a 40 tuning unit 
and try it there, although a friend is digging out a TU8 for me to try. 
Again, sequencing the antenna changeover relay is paramount to a good 
signal. It has 10 sets of screw adjustable contacts that all need to be 
properly sequenced to operate correctly without chirp. The depot level 
repair manual details the test jig that needs to be built for a proper 
sequencing check. Also, the power supply needs to be stable or have 
minimal filtering (2 mf was standard if my memory serves me correctly). 
More than that chirps because of slow power supply pulling. 2mf allows 
a keying rate pull of the power supply and settling at about the rate 

of hand keying similar to good primary keying. Mine does well at 40wpm 
when properly sequenced. When my BA hernia heals (doc says 3 mos before 
I can do any greco-roman BA wrestling) I will get the 375 back up for 
the BA CWIST get-togethers. 


Good luck with your rig. Look me up when you get it on the air. 
73 


Jim Hanlon, W8KGI 


VV VV VV MV 


Definitely! Get all those ARCUS FIVUS and BCUS 375US rigs fired up and 
checked out BEFORE winter sets in. (Same for TCS sets, etc!). 


73/Bob/NA4G 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: RANDY@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu 

Subject: Re: BA Buyers Co-op 

Message-ID: <4DE010D4CA9@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu> 


The notion which I like best is the one of an equipment bank. I am quite 
guilty of buying radios just to see what they are like. Sometimes I find one 
in town to play with, but there is no substitute for evaluating a set next 
to the ones with which you are most familiar. 


Thus my pie-in-the-sky proposal would be to have someone with a very large 
barn or basement or garage, the facility to properly pack/crate/ship 
equipment, and some free time to act as a circulating library for BAs. There 
would be a list of available eqpt, and by sending the shipping costs plus a 
deposit and gratuity, one could obtain the item and keep it for a specified 
interval. It would then be returned in hopefully a reusable shipping crate, 
with insurance at the end of the check out period. 


One obvious drawback is that some equipment would not tolerate being shipped 
over and over again unless it was very well packed. Then there is the person 
who just can't get it together to return an item on time, etc. But these are 
the problems faced by any library. 


The source of equipment could come from all of us. I'll bet there is not a 

person on this list who doesn't have some item which is out of favor at the 
moment and could be contributed. The contributions would not be permanent, 

and the donators could request the items back. 


I suppose lots of grumbling would come after you get your set back, having 
been in circulation for two years, and find it is now quite beat-up. If this 
was the rule rather than the exception, then the equipment bank would not be 
such a good idea and could be abandoned. 


More ideas???? 


=Randy= 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: MICHAEL@ecs.umass.edu 

Subject: Re: BA Buyers Co-op 

Message-ID: <OLHT4T6EUSLIAFTRWR@ECS. UMASS .EDU> 


>The notion which I like best is the one of an equipment bank. I am quite 
>guilty of buying radios just to see what they are like. Sometimes I find one 
>in town to play with, but there is no substitute for evaluating a set next 
>to the ones with which you are most familiar. 


Randy's idea of a BA "lending library" is a good one, I think, but I'm not 
sure of the need for a central distribution site. Why not just a list 

posted in the archives of BAs available for loan? Equipment would be shipped 
from the owner to borrower for a specified period, perhaps with a fair- 

size deposit to insure its safe return. 


I also like the idea of a true BA co-op: hams selling to hams, or at least 
to those who plan to use and enjoy the equipment, rather that store it 

it and watch it increase in value. We do this here on an informal basis 
already, but I would be willing to carry a more systematically posted wish 
list with me to the fleas I attend, to help connect buyers and sellers. 
Probably never would have gotten my TV-7/D if Mike Moore hadn't given me the 
name of a guy, not on the net, who had them at the Foothill flea. 


Beyond this, I don't know. I'm thinking small, assuming if we do anything 
it will have to be in small stages. 


John Michael michael@ecs.umass.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM (Francis, Dexter) 
Subject: BA Buyers Co-op? 

Message-ID: <806268851.2089742@AppleLink.Apple.COM> 


I have an idea I'd like to propose to the group. We're all commited (or maybe 
it's NEED to be committed...) to the preservation of hollow state stuff and 
obviously get all worked up about stories of dumpsters full of soon to be 
destroyed treasures. The problem is we're not all able to just jump on the 
airplane when this stuff crops up, and don't have unlimited resources as 
individuals. Further, some of us are still learning how to spot the silk purses 
in the trash piles. 


So...the question is, is there any interest in setting up some sort of trust 
fund that could be used to acquire stuff when someone stumbles across the deal 
of the century but isn't interested in all of it or can't afford to be 
individually? Maybe we could even set up some sort of library system that 
would make radios and such available on a "trial" basis? Eg; I'd love to use an 
R-390 for a while but wouldn't pay the $300 to just try one out.) 


Obviously there would be some details to sort out, like who would be trustee 
and how to run it - what to watch for and how much to pay etc, but it seems to 
me that we could set up some sort of BA CO-OP and benefit everybody in the 
process. 


Just a suggestion. I suppose the current method of individuals just going for 
it and making whatever profit they can works (It's the Ferrengi way, after 
all!) But part of me thinks there's a better way to preserve and protect while 
spreading the load and the benefits. 


(I have $50 I'd throw into the kitty for a start...) 


-df 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 

Subject: Re: BA Buyers Co-op? 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507202229 .A10931-0100000@netcom8> 


Gang, 

Sounds like a reasonable idea to me. It should probably be controlled 
out of the midwest somewhere. There are a lot more hams (therefore a lot 
more dumpster opportunities) there. 

I heard an interesting story about dumpster divers on the news last 
night. Apparently some guy has written a book about the art and science 
of dumpster diving. Now it has taken on fad proportions out here. In 
this valley, it can be downright profitable. Just think of what you can 
pull out of Seagate or Maxtor's dumpsters. Now, the other day, a couple 
was pulled out of Broderbund Software's dumpster by the local constabulary. 
They were carting off boxes of an old rev of Print Shop. When the cops 
went to their house, they had pallets of electronics stuff (all computer 
related) and priced for the swaps. Well now, the cops took the loot and 
destroyed it. The couple is sueing the cops, and Broderbund is saying 
that all this software should have been destroyed. I guess that the 
propriety of dumpster diving in the silicon valley is now in the hands of 
the courts. 


73 


Paul WA60kKQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: BA Buyers Co-op? 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950721084126.150A-100000@clark.net> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, paul Veltman wrote: 


> Sounds like a reasonable idea to me. It should probably be controlled 
> out of the midwest somewhere. There are a lot more hams (therefore a lot 
> more dumpster opportunities) there. 


This is would be wonderful idea, particularly when we're looking for that 
rare something-or-other like the PE-73 with its FT-107 mount and the 
FT-151, FT-142 mounts for my BC-375. Dave Stinson and I have combined our 
efforts and have managed to find a few items we've needed, so there's no 
reason why we all couldn't do it. However, there are a number of reasons 
why I don't think any such thing will actaully happen beyond the two or 
three person alliances like Dave and I have going. 


One of the primary stumbling blocks is the profit motive. Take the 
dynamotor I'm looking for for example. I know a collector who told me 
that he has three NOS PE-73's, but he refuses to consider selling one of 
them to me. I know this person is not a ham, so it's not that he's trying 
to get a BC-375 on the air, so my guess is that he looks at them as I do 
my Georgia Pacific stock and he's waiting for them to become really rare 
so he can make a killing on them. I don't like being turned away, but I 
can't fault him since they're his and he is under no obligation to help 
me. To quote the Michael Douglas character in the movie "Wall Street", 
"Greed is good..." No argument there. 


A second reason is what I'm guilty of, that I tried to remedy a little by 
giving the Millen dial I bought new so many years ago a home. There is a 
lot of stuff in junk boxes that we don't realize we have. Going through 
and making it all available for the co-op requires a bit of effort. It 
isn't going to happen -- at least not on a significant enough scale to 
make any difference. 


Last but certainly not least, there's the BA'ers track record for having 
a lot of good ideas, that never happen. I proffer the BA-ratings project 
as an example. We formed a committee, took suggestions, discussed them, 
came up with a plan and it died. It never happened, nor has any other 
effort to get the group to agree on something. 


I hate to play the cynic, but as good as a co-op sounds, I'll give odds that 
it'll never happen. Please prove me wrong! 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: Damon Z Cassell <dcassell@lynx.dac.neu.edu> 
Subject: BA Co-op 

Message-ID: <199507211855.0AA22377@lynx.dac.neu.edu> 


Another quick addition to the notion of a "BA Co-op" or lending library. 
Some of us may have equipment that needs fixing of some sort, that for 
one reason or another (time limitations, etc) cannot get around to 
repair. 


Another BA-er could be "loaned" the radio for a certain period of time, 
and as "rent", make necessary repairs to the radio. I'm not suggesting 
this to make it profitable for the owner of the radio, however. We are 
talking small time repairs, like a new cap here and there or something. 


Just a thought. 


Damon Cassell, WU1T 
dcassell@lynx.dac.neu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 

Subject: Bakelite panels for homebrews 

Message-ID: <SA39+wnzika@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil> 


Ref: 

>Can one still buy the blank bakelite panels used in teh ‘20s? 
>Some of those panels may really be Masonite with a gloss coating 
>on the front side. 


1920s radio front panels usually were bakelite or painted metal, and 

sometimes wood or hard rubber sheet (akin to old gramophone records) . 

Since bakelite items still are manufactured and used widely, one would think 

it would be made in blank sheets for general applications. Ideal stock would 

be 1/4" or 5/16" thick by perhaps 24" square, something a person could cut 

to size (very carefully) using a carbide blade in a tablesaw. This would be 
good for a lot of applications, including 1920s radio restorers. But I have not 
been able to find a source of supply in several years of looking (maybe I've 


been looking in the wrong places). I've known of people going the painted 
and polished masonite route, but this probably doesn't have the durability or 
good electrical properties of bakelite. Does anyone know of a source? 


73, John Martin 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: JimNOQOCT@aol.com 

Subject: Collins 70H3 PTO... 

Message-ID: <950721194036_37976100@aol . com> 


Sorry if this is a dual post, but didn't see this come across the digest the 
first time I posted it: 


Can anyone one of the Collins enthusiasts help me identify the PTO I recently 
obtained? It is a 70H3 (that's 7zeroH3). 


It is in the original mount, less tubes. The chassis it is in has 4 ganged 
dual section Hammarlund variable capacitors, driven in synch with the PTO by 
xrack and pinionx--pretty neat. 


If anyone could help me identify the PTO, I would really appreciate it. The 
locals strongly think it is from a signal generator, not a radio. 


73 and Thanks! NOOCT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: infointl@cais.cais.com (Robert A. Sullivan) 
Subject: CX7/CX7A Cabinet 

Message-ID: <199507211251.IAA22749@cais.cais.com> 


I have a new cabinet (in the box) for the CX7, CX7A series. Contact me if 
interested. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: DDP (Dumpster Diving Procedures) 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950720215833. jproc@jproc> 


> 
>I could probably do the coordination/contacting if there's enough 
>interest. What's everyone think? 


Andrew, 


Dumpster diving is definitely a good idea, but looking for specific items is 
not exactly like making a shopping list and buying groceries. Perhaps a 
better system could be patterned on the following procedure: 


1) Dive into dumpster. 

2) Retrieve treasure. 

3) Announce treasure to BA group. 

4) Wait for interested party to reply. 

5) Throw treaure back into dumpster if no reply received. 


Jerry Proc VE3FAB 

E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com 
Radio Restoration Volunteer 
HMCS Haida Toronto, Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Dumpster Hotline 

Message-ID: <9507210226.AA18886@kal1i> 


I wonder if in a case such as this one in Wisconsin, if one of the 
bigger BA supply houses like Fair or AES or someone should have been 
called. They might have the cash and people to take a trip out to 

such a place. We'd then pay a higher price for something we needed, 

but at least it wouldn't be a home for rats. It would still be AVAILABLE. 
My father winces when he talks about the antique BCB sets he gutted 

for parts in the 30s and 40s -- but those were simply OLD and "useless" 
then, not antique. When we're dealing with 50 year old parts and 
equipment, we should know better. 


With my luck, the bottom 1 foot of that dumpster was full of HRO-50 
coils. <grin> <snif> 


--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 


From: "Terry O'Laughlin" <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu> 
Subject: dumpster muse 
Message-ID: <MAILQUEUE-101.950721183219.480@vilas.uwex.edu> 


The legal concerns of dumpster diving are a minor pragmatic concern. 
As far as I am concerned, discarded items are free resources. I feel 
a moral imperative to prolong the utility of human made objects. 
Every human made object exacts a toll from the Earth. Even though 
most of my skills are technical, I feel that I must use them in a 
non-explotative manor. As Wendell Berry says, "I stand for what I 
stand on." 


The human economy has moved decisively toward the extractive 
industrial from the recycling agricultural in my father's lifetime. 
Weird as it may sound, I feel bound by the older husbandry 

ethic that was predominate in the agricultural economy. Except for 
my hand tools, nothing in my hamshack was purchased new. The vast 
majority of my shack consists of rescued equipment, the Racal 6217E 
found in the mud for $15, the Collins 6515-1 pulled out of the weeds 
for $10, the HP606A pulled out of the trash... Each of these three 
pieces of equipment had been passed over by many hams. I took the 
time to rebuild them because I enjoy the challenge and I abhor the 
waste. Maybe it's a corollary to something my father used to say: 
"The best mechanics often drive the worst looking cars." 


I am drawn to the older equipment for many reasons. One of these 
reasons arises from another of my father's opinions. He was 
particularly fond of the poem "The One Horse Shay." (I think it 

was Shaw). If you're not familiar with it, it is a tale of planned 
obsolescence from long ago. My father used to say, "They don't build 
anything worth owning anymore. 


Once I lusted after an ICOM R-71A. I got one. I opened it up to 
activate the preamp below 1.6mHz. I was aghast. The wires seemed 
like they were the size of hairs. I am no technophobe. I wasn't 
irrationally afraid of its complexity. I know durable design and 
construction work when I see it. If I accidentally knocked that 
Icom off the bench it looked like I'd have to pick it up with a 
broom and a dustpan. That ICOM was 99% OVE, Optimum Value 
Engineering. That's the engineering philosophy where you minimize 
the amount of materials in a given design to within an inch of it's 
useful life. 


I'd rather own something that was built to last. I'd rather own 
something that was designed with elegance rather than a strict 
adherance to utility. My geology professor defined engineering 
elegance as the intelligent balancing of the aesthetic, moral and 
utilitarian aspects in a design. 


If you want a specific example of what I mean look at the Collins 
513 and the Drake R-8. They are both utilitarian marvels, but the 
look and operating feel of the 51J is head and shoulders above the 
R-8. The 513 is an elegant design. The R-8 clunks (although the 
R-8A is a step in the right direction). 


My, how I've digressed. The subject was dumpsters. My mate says 
I have a "good resource karma." She believes that because I treat 
the Earth with respect by following the reduce, reuse, recycle 
credo, things in need of care find their way to me. She's right. 
Most of this stuff is just passing through. I've still got fifty 
plus pallets of stuff to go through at another haunt. I'll be 
taking a couple of local buddies up there on a foraging expidition 
this week. 


Several anchorites have asked me to reveal where these places are. 
It's not that simple. These are not retail outlets. In most cases, 
I have invested a lot of time and energy developing these 
connections. These folks allow me access to their stuff because 
they trust me. Anyone can develop these kinds of sources. You only 
have to do two things, keep your eyes open and be generous. 


The Vern Martin BA fiasco occurred because some local hams were 
greedy and inconsiderate. I have had several similar tales relayed 
to me by fellow anchorites. The first hams on the scene cleaned out 
the key collection, the modern gear, the manuals and the best tubes 
and disappeared. The family was left holding the bag. 


This house is being razed the first week of August. Vern's son Jim 
had two weeks of his vacation to empty the place out. The family was 
distrustful of subsequent radio folks and a lot of fine equipment 

and parts went to the graveyard. Jim openly wondered if it would 

have been better to pay the wreckers the tipping fee for leaving the 
gear in the house and letting the cranes dig it out with the rubble. 
When the local ham club was called, they should have organized an 
estate sale for the family. It would have been the right thing to do. 


Dumpsters, old radios and the resposibilities of community members. 
There's a lot more going on here than meets the eye. 


73 Terry 0' WB9GVB 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: rherndon@ima.infomail.com (Richard Herndon) 
Subject: Eveready 752 battery 


Message-ID: <196_9507202145@ima.infomail.com> 


On 12 May 95, A. Padgett Peterson, P.E.illuminates: 


PP> Incidently, the Eveready 752 is also Burgess G6B60, Mallory A-400, 
PP> Ray-O-Vac AB-995, & Zenith 985. Would not mind having one myself. 


You might try Altex Electronics here in Austin TX 512-832-9131. 

I was looking around in there a week or two ago and found (to me) a large 
number of the old-style Eveready blue and red "B" batteries with cat and the 
"9" on the front. I'm not sure if the ones you mention were part of the stock. 
You might report back here if they are. 


Best wishes from Richard Herndon, P.E. :) also, K5FNI 
--- GoldED 2.40 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 

Subject: Foreign trade practices and the boatanchor hobby 
Message-ID: <SA39+BUy1lka@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil> 


I agree with Tony Stalls wholeheartedly. I disagree with Japanese business 
practices, and the political decisions made by our government which allowed 

the present situation to develop. I earnestly support fair play, and that 
includes the boatanchors hobby. All foreign nationals also participating in 

the hobby for the enjoyment of it (not buying up large quantities with the 
simple intent of selling it later at a profit) are friends in my book. There is a 
line between fair play and exploitation; while different people will place that 
line's position in different places depending on personal opinions, there still 
is a line. Speaking hypothetically, should those treasures found this week, 
accumulated over the past 50 years by the ham in Wisconsin, be sold ona 

foreign market to make lots of money, or should they be kept here? If you 

were that ham, who would you rather see get that gear, and for what reason? 

This same question applies to the big picture too. Think about it. 


The recent interchanges make it obvious that there are some very strong 
feelings on this subject, and interchange of ideas is healthy as long as it 
stays civil. ("The radio amateur is balanced.") This at least proves that 
some people are thinking about the issue, and from thoughts sometimes 
actions develop. Maybe we should let this string cool down, otherwise it 

may carbonize and go incandescent :-) 


John Martin 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 


From: crzinck@fox.nstn.ns.ca (C. R. (Bob) Zinck) 
Subject: Fredericton flea 
Message-ID: <199507201940.QAA21365@Fox.NSTN.Ca> 


On June 5, a flea market list was published on this group. 


There was a listing for one in Fredericton, NB, Canada for Aug 4-6. 
I tried to contact ve9ai@ve9vt as listed, but it bounced. 


Does anyone have any info on this flea ? 
My particular interest is tube type test equipment and BC rx's. 


Is there an itinerary for the three days. 


Any help would be greatly apreciated, as I live in Halifax, and it is 
about a 5 hour drive, (construction delays not included)to Fredericton, 
so I don't want to go on the wrong day. 


Reds...Bob... 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: RE: Fredericton flea 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950720233439.jproc@> 


Bob, 

Here is the info you are looking for: 

Fredericton Monster Hamfest 

Sponsored by the Fredericton ARC. 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 

From: Thomas Bryan <tbryan@mailstorm.dot.gov> 

Subject: FS, Signal/One CX7A (AS-IS) 

Message-ID: <199507210155.AA16783@mailstorm.dot.gov> 

Hello Everyone, 

I have a Signal/One CX-7A for sale. It is not in working condition. 
It lights up, the nixies light but nothing much else happens. Physical 
conditon is fair to good. 


The price is $200 plus shipping 


It is clear I will never get to this project. 


If anyone is interested please send me an email. 


Tom Bryan 
tbryan@mailstorm.dot. gov 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan) 
Subject: FS: Gas Cylender Regulator 

Message-ID: <9507211905.AA08830@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov> 


Anchorites: 
An ideal start for that home tube manufacturing setup! 
Gas cylinder regulator and guages: 4000 psi and 200 psi 


$20 plus UPS 


2.2 Roy = 

Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg MD 20899 

(National Institute of Standards and Technology, ‘formerly NBS) 
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist. gov 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 

From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@EMNGW1.emn.com> 

Subject: Re: FS: Gas Cylender Regulator 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950721174345 .25457B-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, Roy Morgan wrote: 
> Gas cylinder regulator and guages: 4000 psi and 200 psi 
> $20 plus UPS 


While I am sure Roy would never sell a defective regulator, let me warn 
everyone that these things can be much like old electrolytics - only a lot 
more lethal. Like electrolytics losing their voltage rating, regulators 
can lose their pressure withstanding capability. Unlike electrolytics, 
you cannot "reform" the internal parts of a regulator. If you have ever 
seen the results of a defective regulator, you treat them with much more 
respect. 


At Roy's price, you can buy the regulator and take it to a welding supply 
store to be pressure tested and rebuilt if necessary. Even if you put in 


a new diaphragm, the total cost is significantly less than a new one. 


73, Barry WA4VZQ ornitz@eastman.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: JimNOQOCT@aol.com 

Subject: FS: Heath SB401/301... 

Message-ID: <950720190232_37173216@aol.com> 


Hi y'all, posting this for a friend (Matt NOXEU): 


SB401 transmitter, 125 watts out, with manual, 80-10 (non-WARC), not 
modified. 

SB301 receiver, AM/SSB/CW, with all three filters - AM, SSB, abd CW 
(form Heath), 80-10 (non-WARC), not modified. 


Both units in working condition, not perfect but nice. 
$300 / pair, offers? 


Please respond to him <mk2331@stlmail7.sbc.com> or to me <jimnQoct@aol.com>. 
Happy shopping! 


73, Jim NOOCT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM (Francis, Dexter) 
Subject: Further BA CO-OP suggestion 

Message-ID: <806358014.9906407@AppleLink.Apple.COM> 


Since I floated the origional idea, let me expand on it a bit: 


I'm a un-reformed and un-repentant bulemic pack rat. That means I often go to 
flea fests with about $50 to $100 in cash and graze, often picking up stuff I 
don't really need just because it's interesting, in great shape or just 

a good deal. Over time my collection builds up and then I get the urge to 
purge because I start thinking...man, I'll NEVER really use all this stuff. 


The most recent example is my acquisition of a Triad 800V 200 ma transformer, 
two 6KD6's and a pair of sockets, because I decided I want to build a 250 watt 
linear. Now, I just know in my bones that I'll never get around to it, but the 
basic pieces are there, waiting. I've also picked up stuff that was just too 
perfect and too cheap to pass up. (Ask Don Merz about the extra goodies I 
threw in with the Drake 4B twins he bought from me. They were that sort of 
thing, I had no need for them, but knew Don was collecting military stuff. 


It was a little surprise deal sweetener and helped clear out some shelf sapce. 


So, the dilemma I face is one of "asset conversion". I have this stuff and 
hate to let it go, but would rather have something else...you get the idea. 


So the idea of a sort of BA lease/lend/library cum BA buyers CO-OP appeals to 
me. I could <unload?> my 6KD6's and matched 6JB6's and transformers and 
surplus frequency meter and SX-110 and AF plugin for the HP 140T and Hammarlund 
roller inductor and air variable cap and, etc. and get a SX-63 or maybe 
a...well, you get the idea. 


So, here's a proposal; What about creating a "haves" and wants" list on which 
we could post items we have and are willing to let go of (swap) and stuff we're 
looking for and let the contributor and/or some "experts" in the group put an 
estimated value or minumum value on them. Since the items are already in the 
possesion of the group then it's just a matter of working out the detials 
between the "haves" and the "wants". 


At the same time the value of the other items we'd each put in the pool would 
total into individual "accounts". In addition we could establish a "war chest" 
fund that would be collateral against purchases made at flea markets and such 
by members of the group. When new items were acquired, they'd be added to the 
master list. If we carried the wants list with us to swap meets (containing 
the "fair market" value of the piece or a maximum price the seeker is willing 
to pay we could combine our efforts. This is sort of like a swim and racket 
club membership I guess, with the "dues" being used to acquire the BA's and 
equipment for the use of group members. It would also generate more 
discussions on what to look for and why and raise everyone's level of 
knowledge. 


We'd hold the items at our own QTH's, but if something was in the pool that 
someone was interested in it would be easy to arrange the details of the 
transfer and adjust the account balances. At the same time we could all keep 
our eyes open and acquire stuff knowing the combined financial power of the 
group was behind us. Maybe I'm crazy, but I trust you guys and value the 
opinions of folks like Don M. who have been doing this lots longer than I. 


-df 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: "David E. Ward Jr." <deward@ENH.NIST.GOV> 
Subject: German WWII Military Radios 

Message-ID: <QLHT3MVQR65EQ00D2T3@ENH.NIST.GOV> 


Hi all, 


I would like to correspond with others who collect and/or 
use WWII German military communications equipment. 


73, 

David 
KKKKKKKKKKKEKEKK KKK KEKE K KKK KEKE KAKEKKKEREKEKKEKK 
David E. Ward Jr. 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Bldg. 220 Room B-113 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899 

Tel: 301-975-3209 

Fax: 301-990-7421 


Opinions expressed are mine and do not 
represent NIST or the Federal Government. 
KK AK KK IKK KIA IKK IKK III IIIA KI III IKK KIA IKI KIA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk> 

Subject: Re: German WWII Military Radios 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507211037 .A12490-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk> 


I would like to correspond with others who collect and/or 
use WWII German military communications equipment. 

73, 

David 


KK KKKKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK 
David E. Ward Jr. 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Bldg. 220 Room B-113 


VVVV VV VV VV 


I have been collecting German WW2 radios for some 17 years. 


73 Rag OZ8RO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: jcreid@CCGATE.HAC.COM 


Subject: HAC sale in Tucson 
Message-ID: <9506208062.AA806273975@CCGATE.HAC .COM> 


For those of you in Arizona-land: 


NPS-System: CBD 

NPS-Subject: MSC:ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
NPS-Category: SU 

NPS-Date: 07/20/95 

NPS-Text: 

COMMERCE BUSINESS DAILY ISSUE OF JULY 21,1995 PSA#1393 


Hughes Missile Systems Company, Contact, Nat Hare, Sales 
Representatives, P.O. Box 11337 Bldg. M30, MS/R3, Tucson, AZ 85734, 
Phone - (602)663-6060 


ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES Acquisition Cost - $1,557,269.83. 
Sale Number 95-070. Date of sale opening is 14 Jul, 1995. Date of bid 
opening is 04 Aug, 1995. Formal sale. Location of property: Hughes 
Missile Systems Company, Old Nogales Highway, Tucson, AZ 85734. For 
further information please contact the sales representative at (602) 
663-6060. (200) 


Loren Data Corp. (800) 745-6736 (19950720\SU-0003.MSC) 
NPS-End: 


No idea what might be for sale, but I suppose it could be worth a look. 


-Jim 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: "Terry O'Laughlin" <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu> 
Subject: Re: HAC sale in Tucson 

Message-ID: <MAILQUEUE-101.950720171812.448@vilas.uwex.edu> 


> Cost - $1,557,269.83. 


Let's pass the hat and bid as a group, I've still got half a garage 
empty :-> 


73 Terry 0' 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 


From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 
Subject: Re: HAC sale in Tucson 


Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507202142 .A10931-0100000@netcom8> 


On Thu, 20 Jul 1995, Terry O'Laughlin wrote: 
> Cost - $1,557,269.83. 


> 
> 

> Let's pass the hat and bid as a group, I've still got half a garage 
> empty :-> 
> 
> 
> 


73 Terry 0' 


What do you need a half a garage for. For only 1.5 million, it's 
probably just a General's heated toilet seat. (private's toilet seats are 
only $60K per copy.) ;-) 


73 


Paul WA60KQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org> 

Subject: Re: HAC sale in Tucson 

Message-ID: <199507211613.LAAQ7319@uro.theporch. com> 


At 11:52 PM 7/20/95 -0500, paul Veltman wrote: 

> 

> 

>On Thu, 20 Jul 1995, Terry O'Laughlin wrote: 

> 

>> > Cost - $1,557,269.83. 

>> 

>> Let's pass the hat and bid as a group, I've still got half a garage 
>> empty :-> 

>> 

>> 73 Terry 0' 

>> 

>What do you need a half a garage for. For only 1.5 million, it's 
>probably just a General's heated toilet seat. (private's toilet seats are 
>only $60K per copy.) ;-) 

> 

>73 

> 

>Paul WA60KQ 

> 


Hughes makes missles for the military. The sale is probably sanctioned by 
the local Davis-Mothan AFB DRMO and or GSA. A listing of equipment being 
sold can no doubt be obtained from the telephone number given in the 
original post. 


Doubt if one could get missles at the sale (tho a few months back, the 
Tucson TV announced a missle was uncovered at someone's home). Judging from 
the local ham fleas, the Hughes offering is apt to be older test gear. 


73 de Jack 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: JosephWP@aol.com 

Subject: Re: HAC sale in Tucson 

Message-ID: <950721143537_37778340@aol . com> 


Hughes also made PRC-74s and PRC-104s. 


This sale may include parts/units from these sets. I have heard that Hughes 
is disposing of -74 and -104 stuff lately. 


If this is part of what is being offered, I sure would like to get some of it 
(the PRC-74 stuff)! 


Joseph Pinner 

201 Ruthwood Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70503 
KC51IID 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: steve@hi.com (Steve Byan) 

Subject: Re: HAC sale in Tucson 

Message-ID: <v02110102ac35a76cd6ce@[140.243.30.128]> 


>Judging from 
>the local ham fleas, the Hughes offering is apt to be older test gear. 


Sounds yummy. I'd contribute to the kitty for a chance at some old HP 
boatanchors. 


Regards, 
-Steve 


Steve Byan internet: steve@hi.com 


Hitachi Computer Products (America), Inc. 
1601 Trapelo Road phone: (617) 890-0444 
Waltham, MA 02154 FAX: (617) 890-4998 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: SP600@aol.com 

Subject: Hammarlund Manuals. 

Message-ID: <950720172839_37104963@aol .com> 


I am in need of original Hammarlund manuals for the HQ-140,150,160.Photo 
copys will have to do if originals can't be found. 


Many thanks, 


Charlie N9SOR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: wkleros@csn.net (Bill Kleronomos) 

Subject: Have enough LC Connectors! 

Message-ID: <199507210331.AA27885@ns-1.csn.net> 


Thanks to all those who responded. I now am set with enough connectors to 
rebuild some BA broadcasting equipment...73, Bill 


"Peak the grid, dip the plate, dive right in- don't hesitate!" 
- de KDOHG/AAR8CC, ex WA9OZC 
CE: KBCO AM 1190 KC & KBCO FM 97.3 Mhz 
Rocky Mountain Director- AM International 


wkleros@csn.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: <alan@acslink.net.au> 

Subject: Help with Australian University valve tester 
Message-ID: <199507210144.LAA14059Q@peg.apc.org> 


Hi folks! 


I am not at present a subscriber, but used to be, until time became too 
pressing. 


Can anyone help with details re a very old valve tester, made by the 
University company in Australia, model "Supertester" TST. 


Could anyone with any idea at all please email me at 


alan@acslink.net.au 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: "rohre" <rohre@arlut.utexas.edu> 

Subject: RE: Help with Drake TR-3 

Message-ID: <n1405867500.56420@msmailgw1.arlut.utexas.edu> 


The first thing you need to do is make sure all the electrolytics are filtering 
the B+ adequately. Look for ripple with a DC blocked AC voltmeter or a scope. 
Next, you may have a bad volume control for the crackle, but first look for DC 
on grids from leakey coupling caps of the tubular type. You may also have a 
corroded contact on the tuning capacitor rotor to frame connection, or 
inadequate spring pressure. A scope would be helpful to look for transients at 
the time you hear the crackle, and do try headphones, to see if it is just a 
speaker voice coil rubbing. 


As to your transmitter side problem, what about new final tubes? If the driver 
did not cure it you have to also look to stages before, and after, the finals. 


Good Luck! 
Stuart K5KVH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: dlkerl@elvis.b11.ingr.com (Dan Kerl) 

Subject: RE: Help with Drake TR-3 

Message-ID: <199507202129.AA02950@elvis.b11.ingr.com> 


I've had noise problems like this as a result of failure modes of 
carbon-composition resistors. You might check the plate load on the 
first AF stage, plus the cathode self-bias resistors on both the first 
AF and output stages. Good luck! 

Dan Kerl 

dlkerl@ingr.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: Dave Creek <dcreek@pixi.com> 
Subject: Re: High end military audio 


Message-ID: <Pine.PCW.3.91.950721001658 .2127A-100000@dip072.pixi.com> 


On Wed, 19 Jul 1995, Kenan, Larry wrote: 


>Western Electric used off-the-shelf Macntosh amplifiers in the Nike 
>Hercules missile system in one of the the control systems to amplify some 
>kind of signal or another. I recall being told that they exceeded the 
>specs of anything around. It looked funny to see those chrome plated 
>chassis sitting amongst all the WECO gray. 

> 


At GE years ago we had a Radar Telemetry processing system (used with the 
Atlas missile launch guidance radar) that had a McIntosh amplifier in it for 
the system controller's voice channel. Definite overkill - but defense 
electronics contracts were run on a "cost plus" basis before the 
Kennedy/MacNemara era. 


VVWVV VV VV VV VV 


In 59 I was working on a F-86D flight simulator built by Melpar. It had 
a big McIntosh Amp fed by a filtered pink noise source driving a 12 inch 
speaker under the pilot's seat. The volume control was the throttle. We 
quickly learned to turn off the power to the amp when we were doing 
maintenance, since without a brain bucket on, you'd be deaf before the 
tests were finished. 


Dave Creek, NH6BA 
Ewa Beach, HI 
dcreek@pixi.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: "Terry O'Laughlin" <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu> 
Subject: Re: High end military audio 

Message-ID: <MAILQUEUE-101.950721151813 . 544@vilas.uwex.edu> 


At GE years ago we had a Radar Telemetry processing system (used with the 
Atlas missile launch guidance radar) that had a McIntosh amplifier in it for 
the system controller's voice channel. Definite overkill - but defense 
electronics contracts were run ona "cost plus" basis before the 
Kennedy/MacNemara era. 


VVVV Vv 


When I was a freshman at UW Milwaukee, one of the guys in the ham club 
latched onto a pallet of McIntosh amplifiers through the State's 
Federal Property Program. The whole pallet was $20 and had about 
fifty Mac amps. The same guy also nabbed a pallet of fourteen R-392s 
for $100. 


The Wisconsin Federal Property Program was a great idea. It was a 
state agency that facillitated the transfer of federal surplus to 
other state agencies and non-profit organizations. My agency (WI 
Public Radio) obtained backup genrators for many of our FM transmitter 
sites through the program. Two of sites actually had military 

surplus towers. 


Unfortunately, the program was killed in the late seventies, 
ostensibly to save costs. It was a classic penny wise and pound 
foolish maneuver, just like cutting all the programs for 
underprivileged children and then hollering for more prisons. 


73 Terry 0' 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 

From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@EMNGW1.emn.com> 

Subject: High Voltage Cables 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950721181816 .25457E-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com> 


The other day, Dean Berschauer asked about the high voltage connector 

found on his KWS-1. I sent the following reply to him. With his 

permission, I am sending a copy to the group in case others need to 

replace HV cables in their ham shacks. Note that I am talking about 

cables to be run between pieces of equipment. For use internal to 

equipment, the high voltage TV wire is fine as is the non-resistor copper 
ignition wire found in performance auto shops. Dean was talking about a 
connector that looked much like a BNC; I thought it might be a MHV connector. 


If it really is a MHV, I would leave it. The Millen connector is just 
for a single conductor and I am a firm believer in _always_ having external 
HV run in a shielded line. 


It may surprise you but regular RG-59 can easily handle 10 KV or more if 

it is installed correctly. The much lower rating is for RF service and 

for conventional connectors. The real problem is surface leakage. If 

you extend the center conductor in its polyethylene several inches beyond 
the braid to give a much longer surface path length, it takes HV quite well. 


In my lab, I have used a slightly modified version of RG-8 up to 75 KV (it 
has a conductive polyethylene coating just around the center conductor 
to avoid high gradients). I used modified UHF fittings. 


I drilled out the center conductor and insulation on PL-259's. I 
stripped the braid of the coax about six inches from the end and threaded 
the barrel and body on. The insulated center conductor stuck out about 5 
inches from the connector. I put a banana plug on the end of this. 


In the equipment, I installed a drilled-out SO-239. A banana jack was 
mounted inside the equipment on a polymethyl methacrylate plate 
(Plexiglass or Lucite, Eastman is very thorough in making us use 
trademarked names properly). 


To hook the cable up, carefully push the banana plug into the jack and 
then thread down the connector. This places the center conductor under a 
little compression too. 


This is much safer since if the cable ever did get an insulation puncture, 
it has a ground immediately available to short to. It may blow a fuse, 
but it doesn't kill you accidently the next time you touch the cable. 


I learned this trick from Glassman High Voltage. They use a modified 
RG-59 cable up to 25 KV and the modified RG-8 stuff I had up to 100 KV. 


73, Barry WA4VZQ oxrnitz@emn.com 


PS: If you have no objection, I would like to post this reply to the BA 
group. Like Larry's article in QST, safety should always override 
aesthetics in BA restoration. 

PS #2. Eastman Chemical Company finally made enough profit last year to 
afford the rest of the letters in its Internet address. :-) 

Sometime soon, we will be switching over to <eastman.com>. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: iancamp@io.org (Ian Campbell) 

Subject: HRO - speaker 

Message-ID: <199507210311.XAA20220@io.org> 


I would also be interested in anyone who has, and would like to sell an 
original National HRO speaker. I had one many years ago when I first 
started hamming and lost it over the years through many moves. I have 
several HRO receivers but alas, no speaker. 


Thanks, 


Ian Campbell 
VA3IC / VE3IE0O 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 
Subject: Hughes electronic supplies sale, Tucson AZ 


Message-ID: <SA39+olg1ka@hrilban1.alhra.af.mil> 


In reference to: 

>ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES Acquisition Cost - $1,557,269.83. 
>Sale Number 95-070. Date of sale opening is 14 Jul, 1995. Date of bid 
>opening is 04 Aug, 1995. Formal sale. Location of property: Hughes 
>Missile Systems Company, Old Nogales Highway, Tucson, AZ 85734. For 
>further information please contact the sales representative at (602) 
>663-6060. (200) 


I wonder if a detailed list is available. There must be some sort of 
itemization of what's being sold. 


73, John Martin 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org> 

Subject: JA-bashing 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950720232511.19955A-100000@coyote.rain.org> 


I cannot sit here and watch the recent posts without challenging those 
who engage in JA-bashing. Sorry, but I just wasn't raised that way. 


I have no quarrel with those who decry the loss of technology and our 
industrial base to Japan. However, we must remember that we didn't cry 
"Foul!" when we were selling tons of equipment to every other nation. 
That only began when we began to lose. 


It is one thing to speak to the above topic. It is quite another to mix 
that thread with Japanese competition at flea markets and swap meets, 
implying that this is part of “economic warfare". I would suggest to you 
that the JA hams who compete with us for our precious Boatanchors at swap 
meets are in fact people who share our love and appreciation for this 
fine old equipment, and deserve to be treated as equal members of this 
"fraternity". Their intent is identical to ours -- acquire, restore, and 
preserve fine examples of the art. I suspect that much of the criticism 
aimed at them is really driven by greed, not patriotism. Yes, the 
increased competition has driven up prices, but isn't that covered under 
the Law of Supply and Demand? I, too, have been priced out of the market 
by some of these events, but then there are many things in life that 
surpass my ability to pay (you don't hear me bitching about my inability 
to afford a Rolls-Royce, or even a Mercedes). 


In short: These folks are really our brothers/sisters in pursuit of the 
same hobby we all love. Let's not alienate them just because we are 
competing for the same equipment. If we allow commercial and political 
issues to intrude on our hobby, it will soon cease to be a hobby. I come 


to this list for enjoyment, knowledge, insight into other people's views 
on technical issues, etc. When this forum becomes just another one of 
many battlefields, I'll find enjoyment elsewhere. 


To those who released their frustrations by posting, I would say 
xgentlyx, "I understand your frustration, but I just don't think this is 
the place to vent it. Please, sit down, have a cup of coffe with us, 
relax, and enjoy the cameraderie. It's one of the most precious aspects 
of this worldwide group. We greatly value your participation, but please 
don't allow external problems to ruin this fine group." 


Am I the only one who feels this way? 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (Daniel Wright) 

Subject: Re: JA-bashing 

Message-ID: <9507211200.AA15655@unlinfo2.unl.edu> 


Ray Sez: 


> I suspect that much of the criticism 
>aimed at them is really driven by greed, not patriotism. 


And then Ray sez: 


> If we allow commercial and political 
>issues to intrude on our hobby, it will soon cease to be a hobby. I come 
>to this list for enjoyment, knowledge, insight into other people's views 
>on technical issues, etc. When this forum becomes just another one of 
>many battlefields, I'll find enjoyment elsewhere. 

> 


73 de Dan -- WAOJRD .. 
djw@unlinfo.unl.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 


From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@jaws.gtetel .com> 
Subject: RE: JA-bashing 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.950721071501. grant@nq5t.gtetel.com> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995 01:50:50 -0500 (CDT) Ray L. Mote wrote: 

>I cannot sit here and watch the recent posts without challenging those 
>who engage in JA-bashing. Sorry, but I just wasn't raised that way. 

> 

>I have no quarrel with those who decry the loss of technology and our 
>industrial base to Japan. However, we must remember that we didn't cry 
>"Foul!" when we were selling tons of equipment to every other nation. 
>That only began when we began to lose. 

> 

snip .... 


>Am I the only one who feels this way? 
> 
> 


No. But its always good to have someone to blame :-) 


There are many complaints about rising BA prices due to off-shore demand. 

I've been known to make a few myself. But perhaps the truth is that the 
Japanese collector's are simply willing to pay a better price for a piece of 
gear they really want. Hams do have a reputation, fair or not, of being a bit 


"cheap". Its a competitive market out there. But we have a notion that the 
gear we love should be priced at some arbitrary "fair" level - instead of 
being priced at market value -- which of course is determined by what people, 


any people, are willing to pay. 


Grant/NQ5T 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: mirage!pamars@uhura.neoucom.EDU (P.A.Marshall) 
Subject: Re: JA-bashing 

Message-ID: <9507211138 .AA09684@mirage> 


Ray L. Mote writes: 

> 

> I cannot sit here and watch the recent posts without challenging those 
> who engage in JA-bashing. Sorry, but I just wasn't raised that way. 

> 

<Snip..> 

> 

> Am I the only one who feels this way? 


> 

No, not at all, But I could not have put it as well as you have. I think 
you struck the right tone, I also am sad (and some times a little upset) 
about old equipment leaving our shores, but I am forced to admit that it 
is the US population as a whole that tends to decry the old (Face it, we 
are the 'strange' ones). So let us all enjoy our hobby, doing our small 
bit in perserving this most important bit of our glowing past. 


Al Marshall "Real Radios Glow in the Dark" almarshall@acm.org 


As nightfall does not come at once, neither does oppression. In both 

instances, there is a twilight when everything remains seemingly unchanged. 

And it is in such twilight that we all must be most aware of change in the 

air--however slight--lest we become unwitting victims of the darkness. 
Justice William 0. Douglas 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

Subject: RE: JA-bashing 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507210748.A24009-0100000@indy1> 


Hi! 
(This bids fair to be one of those somewhat off-topic threads that 
grows, so I shan't quote and will try to keep this short). 


While I have to admit being among the folks who don't xenjoy* seeing 
US-BAs, irreplaceable tubes, etc. (including classic sportscars, mostly 
British in origin) headed for JA-land never to return, nor was I too 
happy to see Zenith bought up by Goldstar (*not* a JA outfit, btw), it's 
a unfair to blame an entire country. Several factors are at work here. 


First off, it is important to be aware of very old history; Japan was 
traditionally a place where broken things were thrown away, not fixed 
up. A group of not-too-large islands, where earthquakes, volcanos and 
typhoons were common, not to mention a fair amount of social unrest and a 
few nasty wars; is it any wonder even houses were made of paper where the 
climate allowed? Even into the early 20th century, old social habits 
held on: when the radio broke, it went to the dump. So there aren't a 
lot of boatanchors at home. This is changing, but it's well to bear in 
mind when you're looking at mass-produced JA products. 


Second, who are we seeing? Only the folks with enough disposable 
income to fly over and shop the hamfests, etc. In most xanyx culture, 
such people aren't very representative of the common man; nor are they 
terribly nice folks in general. (Don't get me started, I was nearly run 


off the road a few times this morning by various Caddy, Lexus, Benz, etc. 
drivers). 


Third, even with all the above, the folks who do come over and do bid 
up BA prices can't be held to account for the way Big Business on xbothx 
sides has managed to turn the US dollar into just about play money 
compared to the yen. Or, as a gal I know from Japan who is getting a 
Masters in Communications over here said, "Everything in the US is so 
xaffordable!*" And it is--for her. (I bought most of the British hi-fi 
gear at home and at the radio station I worked for back when the dollar 
was doing very well against the UK pound; didn't feel the least bit 
guilty, either). 


Finally, if we want to find a "villain" for the trade imbalance, 
well...we might have to look under our own beds. Seems to me General 
MacArthur had a xlotx of influence over the way government in Japan 
developed after the war. Too, most of the manufacturing savvy borrowed 
ideas from all over the world in addition to home-grown notions--many of 
them from right here in the US. As for the cozy way various businesses 
and government seem to work together, there are several places to 
look--see comments about unpredictable climate & social unrest above, and 
bear in mind xwex ran things not very different to that way during the 
war. 


There is very rarely any malign intent or grand scheme to the way 
things happen; they just happen. Business tends to follow the path of 
least resistance, and what that is depends on where you're starting 
from. Japan started from ashes after the war ended. It's small wonder 
they took a different path than we did. However, linear extraoplation of 
current trends has been shown over and over to be a sure way to make 
wrong predictions in the long term, so to assume we are seeing the 
decline and fall of Civilization As We Knew It is most likely way off the 
mark. 


Does that mean I'm xhappyx to see 2A3/6B4 prices get "“audiophiled," in 
part due to intense interest from Japan? Noooo.... But fads pass. This 
one might last long enough for somebody, somewhere, to crank out some 
good new tubes, which would be a good thing. Even at that, I really 
don't think the esoteric hi-fi crowd (not a xhuge*x group) will eat up 
the bulk of the extant power-triode supply! And even Collins gear was 
mass-produced in very large volume. It's not xall*x going to board ship 
and head across the International Date Line, you can count on that. 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 


From: "James P. Rybak" <jrybak@mesa5.Mesa.Colorado.EDU> 
Subject: Re: JA-bashing 
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507210832 .A628-0100000@mesa5.mesa.colorado.edu> 


Ray, 
I agree completely with your comments concerning JA-bashing. 


Jim Rybak WOKSD 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: JA-bashing 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950721092048 .8927A-100000@clark.net> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, Ray L. Mote wrote: 


> I cannot sit here and watch the recent posts without challenging those 
> who engage in JA-bashing. Sorry, but I just wasn't raised that way. 


This has to do with economics and isn't "bashing". This is protecting and 
preserving our economy and hopefully keeping us from becoming any more of 
a "client" nation. 


The Japanese have engaged in unfair trade practices like dumping to drive 
us manufacturers out of business. The Japanese government subsidizes 
their industry and allows and even encourages practices tat are forbidden 
here by anti-trust laws. The market demand for Japanese goods coupled 
with their gigabuck lobbying effort has kept our doors open, but they 
vigorously block anything that approaches fair competition on their 
shores. 


> I have no quarrel with those who decry the loss of technology and our 
> industrial base to Japan. 


Well, I do and I'm sure that those folks at Hammarlund, Hallicrafters, 
and National, to name three near and dear to our hearts, who ended up on 
the unemployment lines feel the same way. 


> However, we must remember that we didn't cry "Foul!" when we were 
> selling tons of equipment to every other nation. That only began when we 
> began to lose. 


We weren't playing dirty-pool in the marketplace either. We were simply 
producing the best products available anywhere. 


VV VV VV MV 


It is one thing to speak to the above topic. It is quite another to mix 
that thread with Japanese competition at flea markets and swap meets, 
implying that this is part of “economic warfare". I would suggest to you 
that the JA hams who compete with us for our precious Boatanchors at swap 
meets are in fact people who share our love and appreciation for this 
fine old equipment, and deserve to be treated as equal members of this 
"fraternity". 


Individually, I agree. In fact I gave Stan Tajima (JA1DNQ) a mint BC-1000 


I 


had about eight or so years ago. However, what has been discussed here 


is the wholesale buying up that has been going on. I seem to recall 
someone mentioning Japanese folks buying whole lots of tubes at hamfests 
for cash. VT-4C's too for example are being sucked up. 


Forgive my repeating myself from the past, but I attended a Japanese 
Sword Society of the US show ("swordfest"?) where the least expensive 
Item I saw on any of the tables was priced above $1000. There were two 
Japanese guys with Nikon camera cases full of cash who were offering 
above the asking price for these swords. Arguably, they were attempting 
to return art treasures to their country of origin, but in the process 
they were disemboweling the US sword collecting hobby. You would be 
surprised how few of the collectors were selling. 


Now I'm going to surprise you. Selling boatanchors and other such stuff 
to Japanese buyers is good. It takes something that has, for all 
practical purposes, depreciated to zero, and sends it off to wherever in 
exchange for money that perhaps would have been lost to the US economy. 
In a modest way, it is good for our economy and in reducing the available 
supply, it enhances the value of what stays here. BUYING Japanese goods 
is the bad part. 


> Their intent is identical to ours -- acquire, restore, and 


> 


preserve fine examples of the art. 


You may have left out the part about selling it back to us at some future 
date at an obscene profit. However, in the case of BA's, that may not 
happen. The tubes are another issue however. 


> 
> 


I suspect that much of the criticism aimed at them is really driven by 
greed, not patriotism. 


If you define preserving our economic base as "greed", then yes, that's 
what it is. In June we had an $11,600,000,000 trade deficit with Japan. 
Saying it out loud, we sent 11.6 billion dollars to Japan in xone month 
that could have gone toward improving our economy by putting it in the 
pockets of American workers who may now be unemployed or plowed back into 
industrial growth that will ultimately have the same effect. Just how 


long can we go on like this until there is so little left of our economy 
that we can't afford boatanchors or anything else? Remember, the average 
Japanese worker makes more than the average American now. 


Yes, the increased competition has driven up prices, but isn't that 
covered under the Law of Supply and Demand? I, too, have been priced out 
of the market by some of these events, but then there are many things in 
life that surpass my ability to pay (you don't hear me bitching about my 
inability to afford a Rolls-Royce, or even a Mercedes). 


VV VV V 


The law of supply and demand doesn't apply to what were talking about, nor 
does the ability to own a Rolls or a Mercedes. We are in fact talking 
about the exact opposite. We're talking about the Japanese disallowing 
international free trade market forces to work. However, the US is at 
such a disadvantage now, it would take a lot of "affirmative action" to 
put us back on a fair trade basis. 


In short: These folks are really our brothers/sisters in pursuit of the 
same hobby we all love. Let's not alienate them just because we are 
competing for the same equipment. If we allow commercial and political 
issues to intrude on our hobby, it will soon cease to be a hobby. I come 
to this list for enjoyment, knowledge, insight into other people's views 
on technical issues, etc. When this forum becomes just another one of 
many battlefields, I'll find enjoyment elsewhere. 


VV VV VV MV 


The irony in what you say is that the principles set forth by Minimoto 
Musashi (name spelling may be off) in The Book of Five Rings focus not on 
competition, but instead they go for the win. That aside, if our economy 
collapses, then there won't be any hobbies except collecting beans for the 
table. 


> To those who released their frustrations by posting, I would say 
> xgentlyx, "I understand your frustration, but I just don't think this is 
> the place to vent it. 


I for one am not frustrated. I'm angry that this great nation is being 
drained of its resources because politicians not only don't have the 
fortitude to stop it, they actually facilitate it in the name of 
feathering their own nests. American industry has it's hands tied behind 
its back and as long as the couch potatoes can sit in front of their 
Mitsubishi (the same wonderful folks who brought us the A6M2) TV's, stuff 
potato chips in their faces and channel surf away, oblivious to how their 
buying power is slowly but surely being eroded to nothing, it'll continue. 


> Please, sit down, have a cup of coffe with us, relax, and enjoy the 
> cameraderie. It's one of the most precious aspects of this worldwide 
> group. We greatly value your participation, but please don't allow 

> external problems to ruin this fine group." 


It's not going to ruin this group. If anything, it'll strengthen it. 
When was the last time you heard about any boatanchors from Japan? This 
is about the golden age of amateur radio when American industry reigned 
supreme because it produced the highest quality products available 
anywhere, so high in fact that a good bit of it outperforms most of 
today's "state-of-the art" Japanese toys. 


> Am I the only one who feels this way? 


Unfortunately, no, but I could care less what Yae-Com-Wood has to offer 
and whenever possible, I'm going to buy American. It may seem 
insignificant in the big picture, but if everybody that's rushing out to 
buy the latest Japanese gee-gaw did that, maybe we'd see a Drake TR-8 on 
the market, or who knows, maybe somebody would even bring one of the other 
fine old companies back to life. 


Element Five of "The Amateur's Code" states that "The amateur is 
balanced..." We must not lose sight of that principle and allow pursuit 
of a hobby, even one as wonderful and cherishes tradition as much as this 
one does, eclipse our perspective of what's going on in the real world. 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: "“rohre" <rohre@arlut.utexas.edu> 

Subject: RE: JA-bashing 

Message-ID: <n1405795411.28368@msmailgw1.arlut.utexas.edu> 


Good points all, Your are right on to feel that way. Those who complain should 
put their money into an enterprise to supplement Antique Tube Supply. They doa 
good service, but can't cover the whole country in acquiring these BA 
inventories that come up for sale or scrap. Maybe there should be a national 
organization to watch for SK estate sales, and offer the service to families in 
honestly pricing and disposing of estates to the benefit of all. Locally, our 
QCWA Chapter tries to do this. Individually as hams, we should make sure our 
families know whom to call, and have a provision for our hobby gleanings to pass 
on to new homes. 

73, Stuart K5KVH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 


From: fgilmore@woodtech.com 
Subject: RE: JA-bashing 
Message-ID: <199507212134.AA04409@relay.interserv.com> 


The sale of Zenith hit us particularly hard in Springfield, Missouri since up 
until a few years ago it was the second largest payroll in S. West Mo. And the 
number of support companies were enormous. 


It was bad enough when 75% of the plant was moved to Mexico....but now that this 
has happened that spells finis for the rest of the people. 


There were many hams working at Zenith that had full intent of remaining there 
until they retired. Not so now. 


The last true American made TV is no more....even though in the past few years 
most of it was from south of the border. I have three in the house that were 
made 100% locally. I hope they outlast me. 


I won't get involved in the mass exodus of collectibles to the far east. I am 
curator of what used to be, and may still be, the largest private collection of 
recorded media in existence. After some newspaper stories and other exposure 
about it I was contacted by a representative of some Japanese conglomorate who 
wanted to buy it sight unseen. At the time I was dealing with the university 
where I was teaching to set it up there (it is stored in eight 
homes/buildings/etc) and told the guy no thanks. The campus deal fell through 
at the last minute so I still have it all....(Don Merz would love wandering 
through it all! Guaranteed to fall off the stacks too) but I don't think I 
would let it go westward. I can just see some of the one off recordings from WW 
II never seeing daylight again once they were censored. 


Just for the fun of it I took a couple of my assault weapons (early model 
AR-15s) to a recent gun show and guess who was offering 30% more than the 
already inflated prices?????? I carted them back home. One of my Mis has a 
famous battle in the Pacific dated into the stock with number of kills. The 
former owner gave it to me with a lot of oral history of the three weeks he was 
in that particular battle. If I had drug it to the gunshow it might have 
started a real donnybrook! 


And yes Matilda, I do drive an RX-7, shoot commercial pix with a Bronica system, 
and a few solid state boxes sit amongst all the Drakes, Racals, etc. I do agree 
with Mr. Stalls that if more of us bought Ten-Tec and Drake we might see a 
resurgance of American ham dealers. But then I look at my old CX-7 and remember 
all the times that company was sold before they finally gave up...and their last 
offering was a masterpiece but just priced totally out of the range of the ham 
market for that time.... today in competition with FT-1000s etc it would be a 
close race and Signal One just might still be in there. 


13% 


Frank 
KOJPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.- 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: JA-bashing 

Message-ID: <9507211638.AA05714@bock.ih.att.com> 


Well, there's a certain analogy in a historical perspective. 
Remember that Greece and Italy (Rome) were once great superpowers 
with superb art and architecture. Egypt too. When they declined 
into 3rd-world backwaters, most of their art treasures ended up in 
museums in Western Eurpoe and even the US. 


So now, as the US declines (hopefully not all the way to 3rd world status), 
our artififacts are being taken out of the country and dispersed 

around the world. Should we do like the govts of Mexico and Peru and Chile 
and forbid exportation of cultural artifacts? Might be hard to convice 

the US Customs that a Zenith Trans-O is int he same class as a Mayan 
idol.... 


As was mentioned, at least this stuff is going to people who appreciate 
it. But to continue the ancient archeology analogy, let's bear down 

on "grave robbers" -- folks who buy good units just to rip out the tubes 
or whatever, and trash the rest. I'll bet those guys pulling tubes out of 
Tek plugins aren't all foreigners. Some may be as close as your local 

bar with live music. --mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: romance@in.the.former.USSR.ua 

Subject: letter from Olga! =) 

(Unverified) 

Message-ID: <199507212332.SAA07205@uro.theporch. com> 


Not to long ago, I posted a message re: meeting women of the former 
soviet union through romance ads. 

In August, Olga will travel to Moscow from her home in Kiev, Ukraine. 
In Moscow, Olga will have a much easier and cost efficient means to place 


your personal romance ad throughout Russia. 


Last week I received the following from Olga: 


"IT have already sent your ad to the papers in such towns: Moscow, 
St. Petersburg, Vladimir, Kazan. At nearest future I will send your ad to the 
paper in some more 12 towns of Russia, where papers are published. 

Some times (in winter, spring & now) I placed your ad in other papers, 
but they are not most popular paper in Moscow and some large cities of Russia. 

Besides, I am continuing to place your ad in papers of Ukraine. I 
promise to place your ad in some other papers when I will come to Moscow in 
August. I am glad that you have received fairly many letters from Russian & 
Ukrainian girls and I think you will received some more ones and will find 
your ideal in my country soon. 

I thank you very much ones more for your kindness & your help. 
My best wishes, 


Olga" 


This isn't a scam - call it panhandling if you want. . . I sent her $40 
or $50 and I've received over 45 responses. Unlike placing romance ads in 
the U.S., women from the former USSR respond. Although one would guess the 
are doing so in the hopes of American citizenship, I haven't found it so. 


Olga lives in Kiev, Ukraine (population 3 million) and will travel to 
Moscow in August to visit her father. If you were to send a letter this 
week, she would receive it in time. The population of Moscow is 10 million 
-- (3 times the size of Los Angeles.) 


Feel free to send a letter and ask her your questions. She will be happy 
to respond. 


Olga's address: 


Ukraine 

Kiev 253121 

Dekabristov Street 5 - 178 
Olga Kozmina 


I am posting anonymously because of the flames and volume of inquiries 
that would result otherwise. I think those who are truely interested will 
take the time to write. 


Subject: polite note 


Although Olga has never seen a newsgroup nor heard of "net-etiquette, " 
she believes that offering lonely singles the possibility of romance exceeds 
the cost of angering those who feel the net shouldn't be used in this fashion. 

IHA (I humbly ask) that you not flame the postmaster of this site. 


peace. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: Dave Creek <dcreek@pixi.com> 

Subject: Re: Liddy Slams PRC-112 

Message-ID: <Pine.PCW.3.91.950721002648 .2127B-100000@dip072.pixi.com> 


On Mon, 17 Jul 1995, Marcotte, T F (T wrote: 


> weeeewe ee een eww ewww ewww ewww ewww ewww ewww ww ew ew ew ew ww ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ew ee ew 
> 

> Gordon Liddy slammed the PRC-112 rescue radio today as a $4800 antique that 
> is not as good as a cell phone for pilot rescue. He also quoted B-1 Bob 

> Doornan in this slam. 

> 

> Perhaps we can look for PRC-112's on the market! 

> 

> He quoted satellite cell phones as being available today for worldwide use 

> by pilots. Is this true? I know Motorola is working on Iridium, but is it 
> done yet? 


Gordon Liddy may be an expert on many things, but he shows his lack of 
knowledge on this subject. 

Every US military aircraft has a seperate Guard Receiver tuned to 243.0 
MhZ. This receiver can't be turned off and the volume is not under the 
pilots control. The primary frequency for survival radio's and chute 
beacons is 243.0. This is so that a downed pilot knows that any military 
aircraft in the area will hear them. 

In 20+ years in military avionics, I've never seen a cellular receiver 
in any aircraft. 


Dave Creek, NH6BA 
Ewa Beach, HI 
dcreek@pixi.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Liddy Slams PRC-112 

Message-ID: <9507211704.AA05738@bock.ih.att.com> 


Dunno about cell phones in aircraft -- but wasn't it just a few 

years ago that fighter pilots were taking up plain old $100 radar detectors 
to tell when the enemy (real or practice) got a misslie lock on their plane? 
Just to be insulting, they were using Radio Shack's units. 


Supossedly this revelation led to the Navy and/or USAF expiditing 
the installation and debugging of the official lock detectors. 


Who sez American consumer technology is dead? :-) mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: Rolf.Jansson@stax.slu.se 

Subject: manual r-390a 

Message-ID: <9507210755.AA19941@nana.slu.se> 


Hi folks where can I find the latest manuals for my r-390a (EAC) 
Regards Rolf 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: MIME utility (just in case) 

Message-ID: <9507211839.AA18115@texan.frco.com> 


The following is a list of ftp paths to a freeware MIME utility, as 
compiled for different machines. It works just fine on DOS. YMMV. 


Name: mpack 

Product: MUA/utility 

Platform: Unix, MS-DOS, OS/2, Macintosh, Amiga, Archimedes 
Contact: mpack-bugs@andrew.cmu.edu 


Where: ftp://f£tp.andrew.cmu.edu/pub/mpack/mpack15d.zip 
MS-DOS binaries 


Where: ftp://f£tp.andrew.cmu.edu/pub/mpack/mpack150. zip 
0S/2 binaries 


Where: ftp://£tp.andrew.cmu.edu/pub/mpack/mpack-1.5-mac.hqx 
Macintosh binary 


Where: ftp://£tp.andrew.cmu.edu/pub/mpack/mpack-1.5-amiga.lha 
Amiga binaries 


Author: John Gardiner Myers, Chris Newman (Mac), Mike Meyer (Amiga), 
Peter Simons (Amiga), Jochen Friedrich (0S/2), 
Olly Betts (Archimedes) 

Comments: 


[ John Gardiner Myers jgm+@cmu.edu 16-Feb-1995 ] 


Mpack is a minimal implementation of MIME, designed for encoding 
and decoding binary files in MIME messages. In short, it is the 
MIME equivalent of uuencode and uudecode. For backwards 
compatibility, it can also decode messages in split-uuencoded 
format. The Macintosh port can also handle AppleSingle, 
AppleDouble, and BinHex. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: More Anti-Tube Propaganda 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950721001326 .29941C -100000@clark.net> 


Did anybody else see the article extolling the virtues of solid state 
devices in the August 1995 "Green-Rag"? It's an article comparing a solid 
state TNC to one using tubes and claims 5000 6EV7 twin-triodes and a 
$21,900 electric bill to run the tube version, assuming an equivalent 
design. "I ain't no design guy", but I can't help but wonder what a real 
ground-up designed tube TNC would really be like. (5000 twin triodes?) 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: Dave Horsfall <dave@esi.COM.AU> 

Subject: Re: More Anti-Tube Propaganda 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950721174027 .15035N-100000@eram.esi.com.au> 


On Thu, 20 Jul 1995, Tony Stalls (K4KYO) wrote: 


Did anybody else see the article extolling the virtues of solid state 
devices in the August 1995 "Green-Rag"? It's an article comparing a solid 
state TNC to one using tubes and claims 5000 6EV7 twin-triodes and a 
$21,900 electric bill to run the tube version, assuming an equivalent 
design. "I ain't no design guy", but I can't help but wonder what a real 
ground-up designed tube TNC would really be like. (5000 twin triodes?) 


VV VV VV 


It would be a small dedicated digital computer, if it's going to be a 
genuine TNC, so yes, 5000 flip-flops sounds about right, if on the low 
Side. How many valves, err, "toobs", did Eniac have? 18,000? 


Dave Horsfall (VK2KFU) | dave@esi.com.au | VK2KFU @ VK2AAB.NSW.AUS.OC | PGP 2.6 
Opinions expressed are mine. | E7 FE 97 88 E5 02 3C AE 9C 8C 54 5B 9A D4 AO CD 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@jaws.gtetel.com> 

Subject: Re: More Anti-Tube Propaganda 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.950721070421. grant@nq5t.gtetel.com> 


>> Did anybody else see the article extolling the virtues of solid state 

>> devices in the August 1995 "Green-Rag"? It's an article comparing a solid 
>> state TNC to one using tubes and claims 5000 6EV7 twin-triodes and a 

>> $21,900 electric bill to run the tube version, assuming an equivalent 

>> design. 


What's the "Green-Rag"? This is interesting, but a pretty pointless 
comparison in most respects. Its kind of nice to know that a tube version of 
my Pentium would occupy roughly the space of the Pentagon and consume 2/3 of 
the gross domestic product in electrical power, but it doesn't get at the 
issues of WHY WE LOVE TUBES. :-)) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: More Anti-Tube Propaganda 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950721103005 .8927C-100000@clark.net> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, Grant Youngman wrote: 


>> Did anybody else see the article extolling the virtues of solid state 

>> devices in the August 1995 "Green-Rag"? It's an article comparing a solid 
>> state TNC to one using tubes and claims 5000 6EV7 twin-triodes and a 

>> $21,900 electric bill to run the tube version, assuming an equivalent 

>> design. 


VVVV VV VV VV 


What's the "Green-Rag"? 


Well, we have the Yellow Sheet and the Gray Sheet, so why not have a 
Green-Rag too? It's Wayne Green's "73 Amateur Radio Radio Today" 
magazine. 


> This is interesting, but a pretty pointless comparison in most respects. 


And appropriate for the Green-Rag! ;-) 

> Its kind of nice to know that a tube version of my Pentium would occupy 
> roughly the space of the Pentagon and consume 2/3 of the gross domestic 
> product in electrical power, but it doesn't get at the issues of WHY WE 
> LOVE TUBES. :-)) 

It's simple: Toobs iz better!!! :-) 

73, 

Tony 

K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Re: More Anti-Tube Propaganda 

Message-ID: <199507211720.KAAQ0835@hobbes.UCSC .EDU> 


Well I have on my list of retirement projects to do a vacuum tube AMTOR 
terminal, but that's about as ambitious as I get. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: More Anti-Tube Propaganda 

Message-ID: <9507211625.AA05694@bock.ih.att.com> 


Say, ya know, solly-state devices are fine for running 1s and Os thru. 
It's when you put RF or audio thru them that you get the problems 
that drive us back to the warm womb of glow-fests. 


BTW I was playign with a couple of Zenith trannies last nite -- 


a 


Royal 3000 T-0O and a 2000 Trans-Symphony AM/FM. 


Hate to say it, but they sound and pick up pretty darn good. 
And you can run them off finite-priced batteries. 


ANother rule of thumb I use: Trannies can do anything tubes can, 
it just takes a lot more of them. And they don't look as good doing it. 
--mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: ja@decws3.coe.wvu.edu (John Anderson) 

Subject: Need info on old Hallicrafter recievers 
Message-ID: <9507212120.AA10502@decws3.coe.wvu.edu> 


Hello all, 


Some postings of mine to the ham newsgroups have pointed me here, 
unfortunately I don't seem to be able to subscribe and don't even 

know if this will get through but if it does, and you have advice 

please email me directly with responses. The questions are about 

some Halli recievers my dad has picked up over the years and now 

wants to restore, first of all I will say spare components are 

generally not a problem, dad was a TV repairman in the 60's and 

has worked for AT&T for 30+ years and has amassed quite a supply 

of tubes, electrolytic cans, quality caps/resistors etc. What 

he doesn't have is info on these beasts and some parts on the oldest 

are missing. The newest is a SX-71U, mid 50's vintage I guess, 

works nicely and is nearly in like new shape, we had the origional 
manual but seem to have lost it and it could use some alignment 

so we seek a replacement, even a copy. The next is somewhat older 

a S-20R, five band I believe, it is complete and in reasonable shape 

and probably even worked when last used when he got it (in the early 
70's maybe) I figure it to be no big problem to get running, a few 
tubes seem bad and the electrolytics need some rejeuvanation but 

I would like a more precise idea of it's vintage and a set of schematics 
and manual if I could get one, please point me to a source. The oldest 
seems pretty damn old, and may genuinely be only boatanchor material. 
I'm not even sure how origional it is as indications are the front panel 
may have been replaced along the way, it is currently something that 
appears to be black bakelite on the outside but is rough like the 
unfinished side of masonite on the inside. It has a small Hallicrafters 
logo emblem on it and on the main tuning dial, which is dull grey bears 
the name Sky Challenger, oddly this thing also has a send/recieve switch 
who knows, maybe a CW transceiver? I got no idea, the components are 

of very old vintage. Unfortunately nearly all the front panel knobs 
have been scavenged over the years, but the chassic is not particularly 
rusted and the black crinkle paint on the case is in fairly good shape. 
It is missing a transformer which has been replaced with an evil 

looking substitute and is generally a hodge podge of replaced components 
underneath, probably 75% origional 25% replacements, most of the 
components look real, real, bad dark and possible scorched but could just 
be 50+ years of grime. Anyway I am looking for info on all of them and 
opinions as to whether or not they are worth messing with, dad finally recently 
got his no code license after 30 years of working as an engineer for AM 
and FM radio stations on the side of his AT&T job and is now interested 
in getting some of the classic stuff up and running as a hobby. 


Sorry for wasting so much of the lists bandwidth, and even if nobody 
has info could somebody drop me a note if this even gets through, seems 
like my outgoing mail might be messed up though I got no problems 
recieving stuff. Thanks, respond to 


ja@coe.wvu.edu 
John Anderson 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Old gear 

Message-ID: <199507211922 .MAAQ1005@hobbes .UCSC . EDU> 


Another material used for panels in the old days was "hard rubber" . I remember 
reading in some old radio book "do not use ___ for panels; it is very poor 
insulation at high frequencies." but now I don't remember if the ___ was 


Bakelite or hard rubber or some other substance. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: old VHF stuff 

Message-ID: <199507211822 .LAAQO0900@hobbes.UCSC.EDU> 


>BTW, in Bobbi's "Newcomer" reprint (shameless plug), you ahe to be 
>impressed with the 5 and 3 meter stuff using ancient pre-octal tubes 
>like 76 and 42 (42 is an xaudiox tube, fer heaven's sake). 

>I wouldve told anyone flat out that a 76 couldn't work over 20 MC. 
>Those hams really did push the technology back then. --mike k w9nrd 


If I remember correctly it was the late WOBP who first operated on the 
5-meter band, and it involved taking the bases off the tubes so he could 
connect to the lead wires as close as possible to the glass. Of course 

the ultimate end of that sort of thing was the VT-157 "Zahl tube" used in 

a WWII radar AN/TPS-3 which had the whole 600 Mc tank circuit inside the tube. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: On Collecting... 

Message-ID: <950721130511_71333.144_DHQ47-9@CompuServe. COM> 


I don't have any problem with the Japanese collectors. My experience is that 
they are often concerned with restoration and historical value where there 
are far, far too many US collectors simply into hoarding gear in big, unused 


piles. 


I do wish the audio guys weren't crushing the prices of NOS tubes. It scares me 
beacuse I'm not sure that I will be able to afford to keep my gear 
operational. VT-4C's, 801's, 45's...ye gods... 


But we are always extolling the virtues of a free market, right? 
73, Don 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Peter Carran 

Message-ID: <199507212023 .NAAQ2196@igc3.igc.apc.org> 


Peter: 


I've received the RA-17L manual you so kindly sent and I want to 
thank you by email. However, I've lost your address. Can you please 
advise? 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: Jim Specht <specht@test.rb.unisys.com> 

Subject: R-390A Manual 

Message-ID: <9507212019.AA12316@tedb> 


Does anyone know which "version" manual copy Fair radio has? There 
were several editions from 1956-1970. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: "Stanley L Flegler" <flegler@pilot.msu.edu> 
Subject: R-390A manuals/internal connectors 
Message-ID: <9507211302.AA13649@pilot08.cl.msu.edu> 


Fair Radio, P.O. Box 1105, Lima, OH 45802, telephone 419-223-2196 has excellent 
xerox copies of R-390A manuals for $15 (page 23 of their latest catalog) and 
the mini BNC connectors, used for $1.50 each (page 16). Stan K8RPA, 
flegler@pilot.msu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 
Subject: Re: R-390A manuals/internal connectors 


Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950721103819 .8927D-100000@clark.net> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, Stanley L Flegler wrote: 


Fair Radio, P.O. Box 1105, Lima, OH 45802, telephone 419-223-2196 has excellent 
xerox copies of R-390A manuals for $15 (page 23 of their latest catalog) and 
the mini BNC connectors, used for $1.50 each (page 16). Stan K8RPA, 
flegler@pilot.msu.edu 


VV VV 


tha Fair Radio copy is NOT bound. You get an envelope full of loose 
pages that aren't suitable for the three hole punch. Suggest you try 
W7FG Manuals (800-807-6146). I beleive that they all come bound, but 
it's probably a good idea to ask. 


W7FG gets $27 and Fair asks $15 BTW, but the quality difference may be 
worth it. I've already lost a couple of pages of my Fair Radio copy. 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 

From: Steven Wilson <randyw@crl.com> 

Subject: Re: R-390A manuals/internal connectors 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950721090405 .3331A-100000@cr19.cxr1l.com> 


Take you Fair Radio copy to Kink's they will put a nice binding on 
it (takes up about 1/4" of the page for $3. 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, Tony Stalls (K4KYO) wrote: 


> 

> 

> On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, Stanley L Flegler wrote: 

> 

> > Fair Radio, P.O. Box 1105, Lima, OH 45802, telephone 419-223-2196 has 
excellent 

> xerox copies of R-390A manuals for $15 (page 23 of their latest catalog) and 
> the mini BNC connectors, used for $1.50 each (page 16). Stan K8RPA, 

> flegler@pilot.msu.edu 


VV VV VV 


tha Fair Radio copy is NOT bound. You get an envelope full of loose 


> pages that aren't suitable for the three hole punch. Suggest you try 
> W7FG Manuals (800-807-6146). I beleive that they all come bound, but 
> it's probably a good idea to ask. 

> 

> W7FG gets $27 and Fair asks $15 BTW, but the quality difference may be 
> worth it. I've already lost a couple of pages of my Fair Radio copy. 
> 

> 73, 

> Tony 

> K4KYO 

> 

> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: KANAMAA%AMGATE%MATRXA@randb.pprd.abbott.com 
Subject: R390A connectors 

Message-ID: <OQ1HT41J403XU94GX8K@RANDB.PPRD. Abbott .Com> 


From: Kana, Michael X. 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
Subject: R390A connectors 


snip 

>I think that these are probably SMA connectors. Little brass jobbies. 
>You're right, they are someone's bad dream. 

snip 


The little connectors are not SMA. (The connector of choice for 
microwave work good to 18ghz) I only wish those little connectors 
were SMA because of the abundance of SMA jumpers on the surplus 
market. That would be a good conversion for a 'beater' R390A to 
take all the mini buggers out and replace with SMA. 


73 de AAQIL 
Mike Kana 
Active to some degree from 80m to 10GHz 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: R390A internal connectors? 

Message-ID: <9507201941.AA04956@bock.ih.att.com> 


Say, is there a standard commercial designation for those 
mini-BNC connectors used on the R390A modules and the the nasty 
little cables that connect them together? Like MHV or SHV? 


Hard to believe these were just another Collins bad dream (like the 
back panel antenna connectors) that was never used on anything else. 
THanks, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan) 
Subject: Re: R390A internal connectors? 

Message-ID: <9507202130.AA24610@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov> 


>Say, is there a standard commercial designation for those 
>mini-BNC connectors used on the R390A modules and the the nasty 
>little cables that connect them together? 


I dunnow about the wire, but the connectors are called MB connectors, often 
referred to as "mini bastard". 


RF Connections has them (and can also sell you some wire which is close 
enough to the original so you and your R-390 will never know.) 


The person at RF Connections is Joel. Credit card orders accepted with 
2.5% charge, UPS shipment at cost ($3.00 per pound nearby, $3.50 to South 
East US.). 


RF Connections 
213 N. Frederick Ave. Suite 11 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 


Phone: 301-840-5477 
or: 301-869-3680 
Fax: 301-869-3680 


a Roy ae 

Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg MD 20899 

(National Institute of Standards and Technology, formerly NBS) 
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist. gov 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: JosephwWP@aol.com 

Subject: Re: R390A internal connectors? 

Message-ID: <950720181000_37134951@aol.com> 


Roy, et al, 


I have quite a few of the mini-BNC connectors. They are used, but in 
excellent condition (most are still shinny) @ $ 1.25 each plus shipping. 


Joseph Pinner 

201 Ruthwood Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70503 
KC5IID 
josephwp@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: R390A internal connectors? 

Message-ID: <9507202237.AA05112@bock.ih.att.com> 


THanks. I don't need any replacement MBs right now (knock knock) 
but that's good to know. We were looking thru a very comprehensive 
connector catalog here (Pasternak) and couldn't find ‘em. 


I hope I never have to connect one to a wire. Some of my mini-cables 
are getting major cracks in the covering at bend points. 


When fabbing a new cable, you better remember to first transfer 
the little dog tag with the cable number :-) --mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 

Subject: Re: R390A internal connectors? 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507202118.A10931-0100000@netcom8> 


> Say, is there a standard commercial designation for those 
> mini-BNC connectors used on the R390A modules and the the nasty 
> little cables that connect them together? Like MHV or SHV? 


Mike and friends, 
I think that these are probably SMA connectors. Little brass jobbies. 
You're right, they are someone's bad dream. 


Paul WA60kKQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 
Subject: Re: R390A internal connectors? 


Message-ID: <9507211627 .AAQ5700@bock.ih.att.com> 


No, SMA connectors have screw threads. More solid, but even more of a pain 
to install and remove in tight quarters. They seem to be fairly standard 
on UHF and digital test gear nowadays, unlike the MB jobs 

on the R390 family. --mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: RBC Help Wanted 

Message-ID: <950721130932_71333.144_DHQ47-10@CompuServe. COM> 


Recently I picked up a decent RCA RBC receiver. It is in nice shape but 
I had a couple of questions if anyone can guide me on this... 


- One of the RFI filter chokes on the 110vac input is fried. Any reason 

not to just replace the whole filter with a modern Corcom unit? The 
original owner has the filter completely by-passed. . 

- The 1st RF tube is a 6SK7. Someone has replaced that with a 6AC7. I think 
I remember reading that this was a popular substitution for improved 
sensitivity in 40's-vintage 6 bvolt equipment. Any comments? Leave it in 

or take it out? 


Thanks in advance. 73, Don 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: RBC Help Wanted 

Message-ID: <199507211628.LAA02917@zoom.bga.com> 


As don merz said 

> 

> Recently I picked up a decent RCA RBC receiver. It is in nice shape but 
> I had a couple of questions if anyone can guide me on this... 

> 

Gee, Don, I thought you were one of the folks who was allergic to 
modifications of any sort. 


Vv 


- One of the RFI filter chokes on the 110vac input is fried. Any reason 
> not to just replace the whole filter with a modern Corcom unit? The 
original owner has the filter completely by-passed... 


Vv 


I think that Newark has suitable chokes if you just need to replace a 
cooked choke. You can put a modern little computer type RFI filter in, 
but I wouldn't stand on my head to do it. The computer RFI filters 


are designed primarily to keep RFI from going out of the unit, much 
less an issue with a receiver. I put one in my RME-45, mostly because 
I had two empty screw holes where I took out the power supply 
bleeder-divider and had a filter that would mount in those holes. The 
RME had no filter at all, and it made a neater installation than a 
roll-your-own on a terminal strip mounted on one of the transformer 
mounting screws. These old sets can stand an RFI bypass on the power 
cord where it comes into the receiver, but a pair of .01 caps to ground 
seems to take care of things pretty well. 


- The ist RF tube is a 6SK7. Someone has replaced that with a 6AC7. I think 
I remember reading that this was a popular substitution for improved 
sensitivity in 40's-vintage 6 bvolt equipment. Any comments? Leave it in 

or take it out? 


VVVV WV 


Well, if you want to go "unmodified," a 6SK7 belongs in that socket. 
>From a design engineer's point of view, the alternatives with higher 
transconductance are a 6SG7 (Gm approx 4000) or a 6AB7/1853 (Gm approx 
9000). The 6SG7 has the cathode tied to pin 4 along with the 
suppressor, so you'll have to make sure that pin 4 isn't grounded. 
Both tubes like 150 volts on the screen rather than 100, and you'll 
need to lower the bias some (around 1.5-2 volts) to get the added 
transconductance. 


You want to keep in mind that the function of an RF preamplifier is not 
to give the receiver more gain overall, but to raise the incoming 
signal level in front of the (noisy) converter, to improve the 
receiver's noise figure. 


A 6AC7 is a sharp-cutoff tube more appropriate for use as a "hot 6837." 
6SH7 is another "hot cousin" but with the same socket configuration as 
6SG7 (cathode internally connected to suppressor). The first RF is 
usually in the AVC loop, and putting a sharp cutoff tube in here means 
that the tube doesn't do much to reduce gain, so you are relying on 
gain reduction in the IF to prevent receiver swamping. While the 
signal levels on the RF amp grid are microvolts, if the AVC pulls the 
tube down near cutoff, you can have exciting problems with cross 
modulation with any strong local signal coming into the front end. 


Another "nasty" to keep in mind is the unpleasant small fact that more 
Gm means more likelihood of parasitic oscillations. You have to be 
careful that putting a "hot" tube in the socket doesn't turn the stage 
into a miniature rock-and-roll band. 20 ohm 1/8 watt resistors come in 
handy here. 


Simply plugging a 6AC7 or 6AB7 into a 6SK7 socket was a popular 
QST/ARRL-handbook type mode of the type that never impressed me (I had 
some help in being unimpressed from the Chief Engineer of an outfit 


that made stuff for amateur radio use). If you are going to do this 
sort of thing, you want to walk through all of the engineering design 
of the RF and converter stages, and consider the AVC parameters as well. 


I did modify the RME-45 design to use a 7H7 and 7S7 in the RF and 
converter stages in place of a 7B7 and 7J7. However, to get all this 
to give me any benefit at all, I had to go through the design from 
cold, and a lot of the passives in the circuits are quite different 
from what RME originally used. I did some bench test "tailoring" of 
screen voltages to get the noise down and keep gain, and the front end 
of that set is hot as a pistol now----but the AVC is mighty close, and 
next time I play with it, I'll probably move the AVC from the detector 
output to a separate feed from the last IF plate, where there is more 
voltage available. One thing that impresses me is the need to do a 
thorough design study and to consider all the side effects of changing 
a circuit. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKKKAKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: Dave Creek <dcreek@pixi.com> 

Subject: Re: Tek 535 / G plug in -- tips? 

Message-ID: <Pine.PCW.3.91.950721011301 .2127C-100000@dip072.pixi.com> 


On Wed, 19 Jul 1995, Andy Wallace wrote: 


It turns out the plug-in I have is a 53/54G, differential dual input, 

not dual-trace. A dual or quad trace plug in is the next thing to 

look for I guess (1A4). Don Merz, please send yer bonepile list! (Seriously, 
working is preferred!) 


VV VV 


A good dual trace plugin would be a 53/54C or a CA. The 1 series 
require an adapter since the 1 series plugins used a differnt connector 
and some of the interface was different. 


The other plug-in included is a type TU-1, Test Load Plug-in Unit. 
Whazzis? It has an SO-239 input and a bunch of high-wattage resistors. 
It also has two tubes and some phenolic terminal strips which seem 

to have been added by someone else. If someone has the original 
schematic -- and can tell me what the heck this is supposed to do -- 
maybe I'll undo the mods. 


VV VV VV 


The TU-1 was used in cal labs to simulate the load of a plug-in when 
adjusting the regulated power supplys in the mainframe. The SO-239 is 
probably a direct input to the mainframe distributed amp and is used to 
set the gain of the mainframe. Another good test plug-in to look for is a 
TU-2 or TU-3, not sure of the number. This is a mercury switch pulser 
used for adjusting the rise time of the distributed amp and the lumped 
constant delay line. 


> I don't suppose there was a tube curve-tracer plug-in? 
Sorry, The tube curve tracer was a different mainframe. 


Dave Creek, NH6BA 
Ewa Beach, HI 
dcreek@pixi.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 

Subject: Re: Tek 535 / G plug in -- tips? 

Message-ID: <199507211438.KAAQ9235@shiva-dev.shiva.com> 


Date: Fri, 21 Jul 1995 07:04:16 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Dave Creek <dcreek@pixi.com> 

To: Multiple recipients of list <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Tek 535 / G plug in -- tips? 


A good dual trace plugin would be a 53/54C or a CA. The 1 series 
require an adapter since the 1 series plugins used a differnt connector 
and some of the interface was different. 


Umm, the 1 series works fine in anything from a 531 to a 549. Some 
are overkill for a 535, for instance the 1A1 and 1A2 have 50 MHz 
bandpass. On the other hand, the (superb) 1A5, 1A6, and 1A7 are not 
high-bandwidth, and would be at home anywhere. 


The incompatible (but visually similar) series is the 80-series (80, 
82, 84, 86), which only work in the 581 and 585. There are 81 and 81A 
adapters to allow letter and 1-series plugins to work in the 
580-series scopes. There is no adapter the other way, it would be 
quite pointless. 


Now, the 546, 547, and 549 have a funny little switch in their plugin 
drawer to "adapt" themselves to the letter plugins. It turns out that 
the CA plugin has really egregious HF behaviour beyond the 30 MHz 


bandpass of 545 and lower scopes. If you used it on the 50 MHz 
546/7/9 mainframes as-is, there would be terrible ringing and 
aberrations. So, the little switch in those scopes reduces their 
bandwidth to 30 MHz when using letter-series plugins. (The 1-series 
have a notch so as not to hit the switch.) Backwards compatability. 


(Then of course, there are also 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, and 11 series 
plugins, all mutually incompatible.) 


Also, I think that Stan Griffiths notes that the C plugin has some 
deficiencies compared with the CA. Go for the CA. Quite common. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: Tek 535 / G plug in -- tips? 

Message-ID: <199507211646.LAA03965@zoom.bga.com> 


As Dave Creek said 

> 

> 

> On Wed, 19 Jul 1995, Andy Wallace wrote: 

> 

> A good dual trace plugin would be a 53/54C or a CA. The 1 series 

> require an adapter since the 1 series plugins used a differnt connector 
> and some of the interface was different. 


Could it be you are thinking of the 580 series, which used the same 
mechanical configuration as the 530/40/50 series, but a completely 
different electrical interface? Maybe Alzheimer's has caught up with 
me, but I recall that making the 547 vertical amplifier compatible with 
a CA turned out to be an exciting adventure. That's why a 1A2 has a 
hole in the back panel and the 547 a plunger-operated switch to kill 
bandpass if an old letter-series plug-in is shoved in the hole. 

I personally would prefer a CA in a 535 because it doesn't have those 
dratted little @s#$%&* sorry-excuse-for-a-tube Nuvistors in it. The 1A 
series plug-ins will work in a 535 or a 545, or the "A" redesigns, but 
I'd stick with genuine letter series as a general preference. 

> 

> This is a mercury switch pulser 

> used for adjusting the rise time of the distributed amp and the lumped 
> constant delay line. 


Argggh. Whatever you do with a Tek scope, don't go anywhere near those 
delay line tweaks unless you want to make a lifetime career of tweaking 


up a delay line. Those things were terminated only at the source end, 
and trying to read what is happening on the CRT is like trying to map 
the Grand Canyon with sonic booms. Don't bother asking me how to tweak 
up one of those delay lines. Tek had a roomfull of women who were 
wizards at doing it and I never saw anybody, man, woman, or beast, who 
could do anywhere near as well as they did. 

> 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KEKE KEK IK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: The Past Catches Up 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950721090521.150B-100000@clark.net> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, paul Veltman wrote: 


I heard an interesting story about dumpster divers on the news last 
night. Apparently some guy has written a book about the art and science 
of dumpster diving. Now it has taken on fad proportions out here. In 
this valley, it can be downright profitable. Just think of what you can 
pull out of Seagate or Maxtor's dumpsters. Now, the other day, a couple 


was pulled out of Broderbund Software's dumpster by the local constabulary. 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> They were carting off boxes of an old rev of Print Shop. When the cops 
> went to their house, they had pallets of electronics stuff (all computer 
> related) and priced for the swaps. Well now, the cops took the loot and 
> destroyed it. The couple is sueing the cops, and Broderbund is saying 

> that all this software should have been destroyed. I guess that the 

> propriety of dumpster diving in the silicon valley is now in the hands of 
> the courts. 

This should be a grounder. Generally speaking, the US Supreme Court found 
in the Alger Hiss case that once something is thrown in the trash, it is 
abandoned property and no longer protected under the Fourth Amendment. 

I'm not a lawyer, but it would appear to a reasonable and prudent person 
that it would carry over to everyday life. If Boderbund wants to toss 
something out and not be used further, then they should have had the 
foresight to destroy it first. As I see it, it's a case of tough cookies 
for them. 


As an aside, you might remebmer that the Hiss case is the one that won 
Richard Nixon enough fame and glory as a young lawyer to put him on the 
road to getting a better job, As another, I recall Boderbund's founder 
being one of those featured in a documentary film taken at a hacker's 
convention a number of years ago where he extolled the virtues of hackers 
and how they really don't do anybody any harm. He would say that of 
course since he admitted to being one himself at one time, but you should 
have heard his tune change when they asked him talk about Boderbund 
products being copied and exchanged. 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Re: The Past Catches Up 

Message-ID: <9507211603 .AA16504@jupiter> 


This should be a grounder. Generally speaking, the US Supreme Court found 
in the Alger Hiss case that once something is thrown in the trash, it is 
abandoned property and no longer protected under the Fourth Amendment. 


Yes, except when you have to go on someone else's property 
to dumpster-dive. I imagine most dumpsters are really on private 
property...... 


--Andy 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: The Past Catches Up 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950721123927 .17944C -100000@clark.net> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, Andy Wallace wrote: 


This should be a grounder. Generally speaking, the US Supreme Court found 
in the Alger Hiss case that once something is thrown in the trash, it is 
abandoned property and no longer protected under the Fourth Amendment. 


VVV Vv 


> 

> Yes, except when you have to go on someone else's property 

> to dumpster-dive. I imagine most dumpsters are really on private 
> property...... 


True, but then Alger Hiss's trash can was in his room too. As I'm quick 
to point out (to preserve my reputation), I'm not a lawyer, but if someone 
is on the property legally, as in walked up to a trash container accesible 
to the public, I would think they would be on firm ground. (Providing it 
isn't a rainy day of course. budda-bump!) 


Are there any attorneys left out there who aren't on OJ's defense team 
that can shed some light on this *important* issue??? 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org> 

Subject: Re: The Past Catches Up 

Message-ID: <199507211715.MAA11908@uro.theporch. com> 


At 08:25 AM 7/21/95 -0500, Tony Stalls (K4KYO) wrote: 
> 
Stuff deleted about historic legal decisions and status of garbage. 


I'm not a lawyer either, but garbage status may be a local statute. I seem 
to remember a court case where the garbage was determined to be 
private/personal property until deposited INTO the garbage truck. 


The thinking here was that as long as the trash resided on/adjacent to the 
owner's property, he could lay claim to it and retrieve it at will. Once it 
was in the municipal collection truck, he lost exclusive property rights to it. 


For reasons I'm not understanding of, here in our community, landfills are 
off-limits to the citizenry. Everything trucked in is soon bull-dozed 

under. I once had an opportunity to explore a secondary landfill at the 
local military base. No BA's were found, but a goodly amount of lumber, 
plywood, fencing, galvanized guywire and powerline hardware, plus a nice 
assortment of firewood was awaiting the bulldozer. A veritable treasure of 
useful (to someone) goodies. I can just imagine what the main landfill holds! 


But times have changed. Most of the non-BA types wouldn't THINK of 
scavaging. The general population wants NEW-NEW-NEW. I suspect years of 
commercial TV conditioning has in part, structured this mindthink. I found 
a handsome looking hubcap on the rural road fronting my driveway a couple 


months back. I looked at it and thought: "Gee, what a NICE 1/4 wave 440 
MHz groundplane that would make!" But then too, I figured the owner would 
want it, or some kid walking by would be interested, so I prominently 
displayed it for all passersby to view. It's still there, undisturbed. I 
suppose this is a good omen for us "collectors"! 


73 de Jack 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 

From: Alan Richer/CAM/Lotus <Alan_Richer/CAM/Lotus.LOTUS@crd.lotus.com> 
Subject: Re: The Past Catches Up 

Message-ID: <9507211745 .AA29392@internet1.lotus.com> 


Jack pontificates: 


>But times have changed. Most of the non-BA types wouldn't THINK of 
>scavaging. The general population wants NEW-NEW-NEW. I suspect years of 
>commercial TV conditioning has in part, structured this mindthink. I found 
>a handsome looking hubcap on the rural road fronting my driveway a couple 
>months back. I looked at it and thought: "Gee, what a NICE 1/4 wave 440 
>MHz groundplane that would make!" But then too, I figured the owner would 
>want it, or some kid walking by would be interested, so I prominently 
>displayed it for all passersby to view. It's still there, undisturbed. I 
>suppose this is a good omen for us "collectors"! 


I don't quite know. Personally, I think it's more a case of the general-public 
types being embarassed 
at the thought of being seen dumpster-diving. 


The way I was raised, if you wanted it and couldn't afford it (usually the 
case), then you found a way 

to either make it or found a broken one and mended it. As this is the way most 
(if not all) of my tech 

toys came to me when I was a kid (God, does that sound pompous!! <grin>), it 
was very much a way 

of life. 


My wife is infinitely irritated at me for passing down the fundamentals of 
creative vulturing to my 10-year 
old. "Real people don't do that!". Pardon me , but that is not true... 


Except perhaps for the terminally parsimonious (us, for example) it has become 
a lost art...more's the 


pity. 


aj"Flap,flap..."r 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 

From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@EMNGW1.emn.com> 

Subject: Re: Wooden Ships (Insulating Panels) 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950721171130 .25457A-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com> 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995, Roberta J. Barmore wrote: 

> However, Bakelite's cousin phenolic can be found for sure--it's in the 
> Small Parts catalog, and in my six months in An Actual Factory, the mech. 
> shop gang used a lot of it (from somewhere other than SP, Inc., wish I 

> knew where) for various projects. 


Possibly Synthane which is common. We also use Delrin which is loaded 
with molybdenum disulfide; this machines well and makes wonderful 
replacement bearings for boatanchors. 


Like Bakelite, it's fairly strong, 

machinable, and has a glossy surface; but it's brownish with a fabric 
pattern (which is probably from fiberglass cloth used to give it greater 
strength). It's attractive; maybe not "authentic" but eye-catching. 


VV VV 


Bakelite is just a trademark name for phenol-formaldehyde thermoset 
plastic. The fabric is generally not fiberglass but rather cambric cotton. 
Cellulose is very compatible with phenolic chemistry; early circuit boards 
were phenolic impregnated paper. Cotton and paper in phenolic is easy to 
machine; fiberglass dulls your tools very quickly. 


> Another simple near-match is to go to any nearby plastics house, and 

> get a sheet of 1/8" ox 3/16" black plex. It's very close in appearance, 
> though more difficult to work with (power tools can melt it!) and not 

> quite as good at RF. AES sells sheets of this in a few standard sizes, 

> at about a 100% markup. ...I have also seen clear plex, labelled with 

> mirror-reversed letters on the back and then painted flat black on the 

> back side. A ton of work but it looks very nice. Shouldn't be surprised 
> to find that the desk-sign &c shops could xengravex plex, too, fora 

> serious 1920s look! 


Polymethyl methacrylate (PMMA) called Plexiglass or Lucite by Rohm & Haas 
and DuPont respectively is an excellent RF insulator, far better than 
phenolic. It has an exceptionally low loss tangent well into the 
microwave region. It is, however, a thermoplastic material while the 
phenolic is a thermoset. Avoid the thin, brittle stuff sold as a glazing 
replacement for window glass. 


> Masonite, often painted with black xwrinkle,* was xvery*x common in 
> 30's ham gear. You could even buy standard 19" rack panels done that way! 


Masonite laminate is still available of course. Go to any place that 
makes kitchen counter tops. Those white panels that separate we'uns from 
them Ritzy folks that ride first class in modern aircraft are often 
phenolic laminates made by Gill. [I think I have living in East Tennessee 
too long. In addition to learning to talk this way, I am beginning to 
write this way too! ] 


If you are willing to sharpen your saw blades and drill bits frequently, 
epoxy-fiberglass or polyester-fiberglass sheets make excellent panels. 
Scrap circuit board laminate is an EXCELLENT material for electronic 
construction. That copper foil makes a wonderful shield and it is so much 
easier to solder to than aluminum. Before painting a panel, roughen the 
surface thoroughly with fine sandpaper or emery cloth. The silica dust 
from the fiberglass is nasty so wear a proper dust mask or respirator. The 
dielectric properties of these composites are usually better at RF than 
phenolics. 


73, Barry WA4VZQ ornitz@eastman.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: KANAMAA%AMGATE%®MATRXA@randb.pprd.abbott.com 
Subject: Wooden ships on the water... 

Message-ID: <Q1HT3J7D5PO294GORF@RANDB.PPRD.Abbott.Com> 


From: Kana, Michael X. 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
Subject: Wooden ships on the water... 


In the recent Electric Radio, there was a really nice looking HB rig 
built with a wood frame. I have sometimes considered this for my 

HB project since it would be alot easier to work with wood as far as 
meter holes and frames and such... My one question would be the 
extensiveness of shielding as well as the creation of ground planes. 
>From the article, some of the shielding was from copper mesh. This 
seems like a good structural design for a medium power anchor. 

Any folks out there built a wood framed upright BA? Any stories? 


I hope to compile some of the comments from the "Ultimate CW" rig 
answers that I received. I have not had much of a chance since 
the work load has slightly increased. Thanks for the suggestions! 


73 de AA9YIL 
Mike Kana 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
Subject: Re: Wooden ships on the water... 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507201547 .B5875-0100000@indy3> 


Hi! 


Oh, the joy of breadboarding! While I haven't built as many 
breadboard receivers and rigs as Boatanchor Bob, I've done my fair share 
and it's a lot of fun. 


Most RF shielding is pretty futile; you need it around sensitive 
things (low-level circuits, oscillating detectors, VFOs, etc.), and if 
you're running gear that produces a lot of harmonic energy, in which case 
it acts to keep the grunge from sneaking around the tuned circuits and 
onto the feedline. But it doesn't take much; I've used tinfoil (umm, 
Reynolds wrap actually) glued to masonite and Bakelite for front panels 
with good success. You can make chassis the same way--have a look at the 
power supply and modulator for the "Termite Talker" 160m rig in ER a few 
issues back. In that case, all he shielded were the RF stages, and he 
probably could have gotten away without it there, too. 


In terms of doing panel work, masonite's main advantage is 
availability rather than ease of work. It takes pretty much the same 
tools and techniques to make a nice masonite panel as it does to make 
one of aluminium or scrap galvanized duct metal. It is a little easier 
to cut with a coping saw for meter holes &c--still easier to use a fly 
cutter if you have a drill press! You xcanx use inexpensive "hole saws" 
that chuck into an electric hand drill with greater ease on masonite; 
they're a bit less prone to wandering, too, though they still require 
some care. There is one breadboard specific tool--buy an icepick! 
Perfect for making starter holes for woodscrews up though #6 or 8. 


For chassis, I've already mentioned making them of masonite, 
foil-shielded if you wish. Another nice compromise is to screw 
inexpensive, thin aluminium sheet to the top of a 3/4" pine board, and use 
it for ground returns; bypass the various power leads topside, then scoot 
‘em underneath through a small hole. (Raise the board with short wood 
battens to make room). The 1937 ARRL breadboarded 'phone rig uses this 
method. It works well and looks nice. The aluminium sheet can be found 
at many hardware stores, five or six dollars for a yard-square sheet; you 
can also sometimes buy used photo-offset sheets from a newspaper (or even 
get them free!), rinse off the offset stuff, and use them. They're 
thinner than the hardware-store stuff, but work well. (We called them 
"Chronicle metal" in the burg I grew up in, and they cropped up in all 
sorts of applications!) 


Don't trust wood to be adequate RF insulation! Footed stand-off 
insulators aren't too hard to get (see the Fair Radio catalog), and are 
perfect for keeping the Watts out of the pine. Masonite is a bit better 
at RF, but unpredictable. 


Wood really should be varnished before use, though you can get by 
without it. Tempered masonite is sometimes too smooth to hold paint; 
it's best to lightly sand it with fine paper, and prime it well (it's 
thirsty stuff after that treatment!) before painting. I've found it 
difficult to get a good wrinkle finish on; suspect I'm not getting it 
properly primed, nor hot enough in my heat-lamp and cardboard box "oven. 

Bare brown masonite doesn't look at all bad--perhaps white transfer 
labels and a few coats of clear laquer would do in most cases. 


...And there 'tis. No doubt other and wiser heads will have plenty 
to add! 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 10:11:00 1995 

From: Jeffrey Herman <jeffrey@math. hawaii. edu> 

Subject: Re: Wooden ships on the water... 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950720202448 .12719A-100000@kahuna> 


All my transmitters have been built on wood. I use weatherstrip 
copper nails as solder points. They all work just fine and look 
rather pretty with all the components in view, including hand- 
wound inductors. 


As I've mentioned over on the QRP list, old UHF TV tuners are 
a wonderful source of variable capacitors; they're built like 
a tank with built-in gear reduction, and a nice dial (channels 
14-83). I made use of one for a 40M VFO (built on a wood block). 


Jeff NH6IL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 14:52:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Wooden ships on the water... 

Message-ID: <9507211654.AA05722@bock.ih.att.com> 


Wow, a real breadboarder! 

Can one still buy the blank bakelite panels used in teh '20s? 

Some of those panels may really be Masonite with a gloss coating 

on the front side. Might be able to fake that along Bobbi's lines -- 


lightly sand Masonite, maybe stain it mahogany, then carefully paint 
with hi-gloss polyurethane. 


Most of my 20s antiques have no shielding at all. Some put 
sheet metal right behind the front panel around senistive variable 
caps and variometers, to fend off hand capacitance. 


Of course this is all BC band stuff, where lead dress and shielding aren't 
quite so critical. When you read about breadboard gear being pushed 
to 10 meters, you have to wonder what precautions are needed. 


BTW, in Bobbi's "Newcomer" reprint (shameless plug), you ahe to be 
impressed with the 5 and 3 meter stuff using ancient pre-octal tubes 
like 76 and 42 (42 is an xaudiox tube, fer heaven's sake). 

I wouldve told anyone flat out that a 76 couldn't work over 20 MC. 
Those hams really did push the technology back then. --mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

Subject: Re: Wooden ships on the water... 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9507211319.A21745-0100000@indy2> 


Hi, Mike et al! 


On Fri, 21 Jul 1995 Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com wrote: 
> Can one still buy the blank bakelite panels used in teh '20s? 


Maybe--actual black shiny Bakelite shows up locally (at rare intervals) 
at MAI, in the form of approx. 3"x6"x1/4" panels. They make very nice 
bases for keys, but are a bit small and thick for other uses. 


However, Bakelite's cousin phenolic can be found for sure--it's in the 
Small Parts catalog, and in my six months in An Actual Factory, the mech. 
shop gang used a lot of it (from somewhere other than SP, Inc., wish I 
knew where) for various projects. Like Bakelite, it's fairly strong, 
machinable, and has a glossy surface; but it's brownish with a fabric 
pattern (which is probably from fiberglass cloth used to give it greater 
strength). It's attractive; maybe not "authentic" but eye-catching. 


Another simple near-match is to go to any nearby plastics house, and 
get a sheet of 1/8" or 3/16" black plex. It's very close in appearance, 
though more difficult to work with (power tools can melt it!) and not 
quite as good at RF. AES sells sheets of this in a few standard sizes, 
at about a 100% markup. ...I have also seen clear plex, labelled with 
mirror-reversed letters on the back and then painted flat black on the 
back side. A ton of work but it looks very nice. Shouldn't be surprised 


to find that the desk-sign &c shops could xengravex plex, too, fora 
serious 1920s look! 


Masonite, often painted with black xwrinkle,* was xvery*x common in 
30's ham gear. You could even buy standard 19" rack panels done that way! 


> Most of my 20s antiques have no shielding at all. Some put 
> sheet metal right behind the front panel around senistive variable 
> caps and variometers, to fend off hand capacitance. 


Even a lot of '30s transmitters had no shielding. You xcanx get away 
with it, though it risks TVI in many cases. SW xreceivers,* I'd prefer 
some sheilding on the front panel: theremin-style tuning gets old fast. 


> When you read about breadboard gear being pushed 
> to 10 meters, you have to wonder what precautions are needed. 


How good of you to ask! Sitting at home is an old issue of QST in 
which George Grammar (or another of The Giants) does that very thing. 
I'll post some quotes later. You might be surprised! He used plain 
breadboards, no front panel and no groundplane; three little 10m 
transmitters, said to work very well. 


> impressed with the 5 and 3 meter stuff using ancient pre-octal tubes 
> like 76 and 42 (42 is an xaudiox tube, fer heaven's sake). 

> I wouldve told anyone flat out that a 76 couldn't work over 20 MC. 

> Those hams really did push the technology back then. 


Yes, they did--but the 27/76/6P5 xwasx a very good tube; it was 
souped-up to become the 6C5, and the little 6C4 is not very much 
different. It might have just been luck but it was a decent tube from 
the git-go. As for that 42, I'm pretty sure it's working the usual 
stand--beseems Frank C. had it doing the modulation in transmit, and 
working output AF duties on receive. :) 

(Shameless plug much appreciated but deleted, lest I be accused of 
going commercial--and anyone who thinks I am can call up my 900 number and 
tell me all about it!) 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: "Kenan, Larry" <llk@sandshark.sandiegoca.ATTGIS.COM> 
Subject: Re: Wooden ships on the water... 


Message-ID: <300FF629@sharkgate.sandiegoca.attgis.com> 


>Wow, a real breadboarder! 
>Can one still buy the blank bakelite panels used in the ‘20s? 


I bought one from Antique Electronic Supply a while back. It might not 
actually be Bakelite, but it looks just like the real stuff. 


>BTW, in Bobbi's "Newcomer" reprint (shameless plug), you have to be 
>impressed with the 5 and 3 meter stuff using ancient pre-octal tubes 
>like 76 and 42 (42 is an xaudiox tube, fer heaven's sake). 


The well loved 6F6 is a 42 with a metal shell and octal base. 


Larry Kenan - KO6SM 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: jmartin@hrlban1.aircrew.asu.edu 

Subject: Wooden-framed boatanchors, shielding 
Message-ID: <SA39+Cqf1ika@hrlban1.alhra.af.mil> 


No experience building a wood-framed boatanchor (except for junior-high 
experiments decades ago), but looking at how radios were built in the 1920s 
might be helpful. Many of them had bakelite front panels, with a thin sheet of 
metal behind the panel to handle body capacitance affecting the variable 
capacitors (sorry, condensers). Metal screen should do as well for ‘ordinary' 
frequencies. 


73, John Martin 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: rblank@legend.txdirect.net (Richard A. Blank) 
Subject: Re: Zenith acquired by L.G.E. (Goldstar) 
Message-ID: <9507202237 .AA04178@legend> 


>Actually it is quite possible that the Japanese will get into the high-quality 
>end of conumer electronics, now that their "suburbs" are taking over. 

>Their auto industry has already done so (Lexus, Infinity, Acura), 

>giving at least part of the econo-box market to Hyundai of Korea. 

> 


>As noted, mid-to-high end speakers (and to a lesser extent mikes and 
cartridges) 

>have always been pretty much an American thing. 

> 

>BTW, many Japanese companies not only make the stuff in the US, but have US 
>design labs where American engineers design it! I recenty heard this aobut 
SOny's 

>hi-tech consumer SW revrs. For many Japanese owned companies 

>(and foreign-owned, once-American outfits like Zenith) the company is 
>all-American except for the top-level direction and the flow of profits. 

> 

>And considering how poorly many US companies squander their profits 
>(megabuck CEO salaries while laying off engineers), maybe it's just as well 
>that such profits as are not plowed back into design and mfgring 

>get sent overseas. 

> 

>Just the same, it hurts to think about Zenith.... mike k w9nrd 

> 

I heard several years ago that Sony's top-end speakers are also designed 

and built in the US... 


The Japanese also have high-end audio, Onkyo's Grand Integra series, some 

of the Luxman models even use tubes, Marantz even has a deluxe line of 
equipment, 

I forger what Pioneer's line is called, Rotel is well thought of in its stuff, 
Sony ES, etc., but still the true high end is American and to a lesser extent, 
European manufacturers like Linn, Bang&Olufsen, Dual, and Ortofon to name a few. 


I have also looked thru the pages of the Japanese CQ magazine and seen kits 
for audio amplifiers that rival the DynakKits and Heathkits of the 60's, even 
to the tubes they used! Too bad I couldn't read their writing! 


Rick Blank, KI5SL AMSAT NA 26195 
2223 Blanco Road KI5SL@K3WGF.STX.USA 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 rblank@txdirect.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com> 

Subject: Re: Zenith acquired by L.G.E. (Goldstar) 
Message-ID: <199507202341.AA20597@cruz.com> 


At 05:46 PM 7/20/95 -0500, Richard A. Blank wrote: 


>The Japanese also have high-end audio, Onkyo's Grand Integra series, some 
>of the Luxman models even use tubes, Marantz even has a deluxe line of 
>equipment, I forger what Pioneer's line is called, Rotel is well thought 
>of in its stuff, Sony ES, etc... 


And don't forget Nakamichi, who makes those incredible high-end cassette 
tape decks that sell for thousands of dollars. Nakamichi presently owns 
(though not for too much longer, hopefully) my employer, who is xnot* an 
audio-related company... 


Bill VanAlstyne 
N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 00:44:00 1995 
From: rblank@legend.txdirect.net (Richard A. Blank) 
Subject: Re: Zenith acquired by L.G.E. (Goldstar) 
Message-ID: <9507210355.AA10510@legend> 


>At 05:46 PM 7/20/95 -0500, Richard A. Blank wrote: 

> 

>>The Japanese also have high-end audio, Onkyo's Grand Integra series, some 
>>of the Luxman models even use tubes, Marantz even has a deluxe line of 
>>equipment, I forger what Pioneer's line is called, Rotel is well thought 
>>of in its stuff, Sony ES, etc... 

> 

>And don't forget Nakamichi, who makes those incredible high-end cassette 
>tape decks that sell for thousands of dollars. Nakamichi presently owns 
>(though not for too much longer, hopefully) my employer, who is *notx* an 
>audio-related company... 

> 

>Bill VanAlstyne 

>N6FN 

>bill@cruz.com 

> 

> 


I understand from a local ham who is part of a family that owns one of the 
largest upper mid to lower hi-fi AV shops in this area that even Nak makes 


a few less than desirable pieces....market pressures, you know? 
Rick Blank, KI5SL AMSAT NA 26195 
2223 Blanco Road KI5SL@K3WGF .STX.USA 


San Antonio, Texas 78212 rblank@txdirect.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: rblank@legend.txdirect.net (Richard A. Blank) 
Subject: Re: Zenith acquired by L.G.E. (Goldstar) 
Message-ID: <9507212307 .AA08969@legend> 


>About Nakamichi -- it was my understanding that they were trying 

>to steer a middle-of-the-road course (Naka-michi really does mean 
>"middle road" in Nihon-go, no kidding) between consumer junk 

>and rdiculous audiophile wonders. That is, Nak was looking for 

>the knee of the curve, where putting more money into an audio component 
>fails to buy much more improvement. 


> 
>So their stuff was good but not ridiculous. Sorry to hear they've gone 
>the ridiculous route. Well, maybe not ridiculous -- that’s when 


>you wind the AC power xformer with silver wire and try the cables both 
>directions to see which sounds better. 

> 

>Obligatory BA -- has Nak built a CD player with tube output stage, like 
>somebody has? I'm still waiting for the all-tube D-A converter. 

>The all-tube error-correcting processor would require a new wing on 

>the house.... mike k 

> 

The only one I know of that has tubes in it was the one that Carver made,I 
think it was the 490t.... 


Rick Blank, KI5SL AMSAT NA 26195 
2223 Blanco Road KI5SLQ@K3WGF.STX.USA 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 rblank@txdirect.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Jul 21 20:54:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Zenith acquired by L.G.E. (Goldstar) 
Message-ID: <9507211619.AAQ5686@bock.ih.att.com> 


About Nakamichi -- it was my understanding that they were trying 
to steer a middle-of-the-road course (Naka-michi really does mean 
"middle road" in Nihon-go, no kidding) between consumer junk 

and rdiculous audiophile wonders. That is, Nak was looking for 


the knee of the curve, where putting more money into an audio component 
fails to buy much more improvement. 


So their stuff was good but not ridiculous. Sorry to hear they've gone 
the ridiculous route. Well, maybe not ridiculous -- that’s when 

you wind the AC power xformer with silver wire and try the cables both 
directions to see which sounds better. 


Obligatory BA -- has Nak built a CD player with tube output stage, like 
somebody has? I'm still waiting for the all-tube D-A converter. 

The all-tube error-correcting processor would require a new wing on 

the house.... mike k 


